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lo drop ‘time ball’
Jor new millennium

By BIAINE P. FRIEDLANDER TR,
The Washington Fost

WASHIMGTON — It's a parly for the
century,

The LS. Naval Obscr vatory will official-
Iy ringz in the new millennium with an
open-house celebration mpm] o[J’hy
drogsping a replica of its historic “lme ball”
fronn the observatory’s Main Building at
the stroke of midnight on Mew A

The Washington time ball day
when the city's inla;.l;iumts and the shi::s
on the: Potos
cise time, The of ¥ then was locat:
cd in the Foggy Bullum areir, where
easy to sec from i
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CDs are soundtrack for the holidays

By RICHARD HARRINGTON
The Washimgton Fost

It's beginning to sound & lot ke Christmas,
everywhere you go.

What hearing is the soundtrack of
December, when the traditional flood of sea-
sonal compact dises peaks, only to start re-
ceding Dec. 26 before petering out completely
at 12:01 am:Jan, 1. For those who have to
keep up with it all — record store clerks, ra-
dio programmers, poor old critics — there s
no sanity clause, For the rest, forewarned is
forearmed. Among this year's crop:

Cyrus Chestnut and Friends, “A Clarfie Brown
Christras™ (Atlasrtic]

A tribute to both the late Charles Schulz
and the 35th anniversary of Vince Guaraldi's
vibrant score for the “Peanuts” Christmas TV
special, Chestnut's album captures the
warmth and whimsy of its inspirations while
also working on a straight-ahead jazz level.
The pianist's lighthearted appreach is particu-
larly effective on “Peanuts™ classics lilke “Shat-
ing,” “Linus and Lucy™ and the reflective
“(.Imslmas 1s Coming,” and he uses his many
Ruests to great effect, including vocalist Brian -
McKnight on “The Christmas Song,” guitarist
Pat Martino on I,musxmd Lucy” and fhutist
Huballaw s on “Fur Ell

(.IM
mﬂn quintet, best known for its
Fblgtrs i, serves up rich,
mvcmm: doo-wop harmonies mgalsuuulc pop-

of seasal
s well as three strong originals by chief

arranger Scott Leonard, the best an achy-
Ballad, “Christmas Without You.”
American Song Quilt”

L comes from the
1998 Christmas Revels porlormed in Wash-

Too much: Vonda Shepard is loo much and
featured too Dﬁen on Aﬂy McBeal: A Very
Ally Christmas.”

era's presents would tale hours to untie.
She's got a tremenduus voice but tends to
abuse it, oversinging ermuu here,
crushing pop standards and hymns alike with
excessive vocal ornamentation at the expense
of henest emotion. File under Diva Overldll,
next to Mariah Carey and Whiney Houston.
“Platinem Christmas™

)
Ateen-popgold mine that features both

i l.in:nw bpwsanda\gullcm. NSyncand

Bays,
Diave: Matthews and Santana, the !anu'mma

ington, It's a wonderful of Late 19th-

elegant fiddle fantasies, work songs, chil-

dren's play songs, brass band blasts and mi-

grant folk carcls. It celebrates the richness

and diversity n[ﬁmeﬂmwu.l:urr. as well as
season's nurturlng spintl.

Christina Aguitera, “My Kind of Christmas™ (RCA)
If melisma were Christmas ribbon, Muil—

to

nghl but the highlights belong to former teen
princess Monica on a rich "Grown-Lp
Christimas List," Dido's ambientfolk-pop
“Christmas Day™ and R Kelly's sensitive

" At T tracks, the overbearing Vonda Shep-
ard gets a bit too much disc time here, And

seems to have a contractual
mmgct mediocre rock from Jane
owsld, vapid RE&EE from Lisa Nicole Car-
son and a flat reading of Eartha Kitt's “Santa
Baby" from the eternally coquettish Calista
Flockhart, What saves the album: Macy
Gray's sw Llyslun-ed'Wmm-wqudum:l'
and Robert Downey Jr.'s raspy, Huey
like reading of Joni Mitchell's “River,” lnllshl
of what's happened since he sang it on the
show, there's added poignancy when Downey
ishes he had a rver he could skate away on.
“King lsland Christmas™ [King Isiand Rocord Co.)
‘This fascinating oratoria, with a Bbretto by
Debarah B. Brevoort and |nuw:hyDavranp¢
man, ells the true story ’anM Alaskan vil.

o

Randolph
ltch

lage whose ogeth-
1 to brave harsh winter weather and tall, jce-
covered mountains to rescue thelr parish priest
{and winter supplies) in time to celebrate
Christmas Mass. The story is inspirational, the
music (performed by Broadway veterans)
charmingly accessible and you'll find yourself
faithfully following the libretio as the S-year-old
story unwinds with preseat-day tension,
“Classic

Christmas™ [Epic)

“The assured 12-year-old country star with
the big angelic voice seems to have latched on
to arrangements from the "50s that would
make Johnny Mathis proud. Gilman's strong,
clear vocals are choirboy clean, soaring on se-
lections like “Silent Night” and “0 Holy

Night,” playful on the Brenda Lee-like
“Rockin’ Around the Lhnmma Tree.”
Chaclotie “Droam a Droam™ (Somy Clas-

wics]
Sure, this 14-year-old Welsh soprano has an
angel's crystalline voice, but she could loosen
up a bit on inherently fluld tunes like *Winter
Wonderkand” and the needs-to-

“Christmas Song." Church all but buries puur
Eilly Gilman on an overblown tithe track that
borrows a Faure melody, and the London Sy
phony Orchestra does the same to her on too
many tracks.

“A Jazz Piano Christmas™ [NPR Classics)

kg oty ey oicings b DIk -
0, Fngng rom junty Dick

iman and Beany G mnndnmmau{t readdings

by Cedar Walton, Ellis Marsalis and Mulgrew

Miller to a heartlelt spiritual by Ramsey Lewis.

since every actoron this popular TV show

Eighties

Teens who were just kids then
are embracing retro culture

ﬂul page D1

tJ||: du:adc in which they were

Jm:mthan Henningson of Taco-
ma, whao was just 7 when the '80s
ended, said T-shirts featuring
“He-Man" cartoon characters are

a cool fashion statement among

his friends.

On Moy, the 17-year-old
swopped by Schwarlz's store,
Strange Cargo, to pick up a pack
of Garbage Pail Kids trading
cards, the gross-cut parodies of
Cabbage Patch Kids that he col-
lected as a child,

“Man, | had a stack of these
about that big,” he said, opening
his hamds wide and grinning.

Schwartz's customers alse

snatch up 8 heavy metal
“T-shirts &s fast &s he can put
them on the rack.

T wadkes al this fall's Fash-
ion Week in Lesdon and New
York, a showecase for top design-
ers, had a smattering of 'Bls-style
pleated skirts and one-shoulder
tops.

“We had & company come Lo us,
and they wanted o have us sell

ieir parachute pants on our aite,”
said Johnson, laughing at the
memory of the noisy zipper-be-
decked nylen pants. *I don’t want
to be responsible for bringing
back that trend,”

Last week, Chicago's WXCD-
F switched from classic rock to
'Blis music, the second station in
the area to try the format. Radio
stations in such places as
Louis and San Francisco have
done the same.

“There was a tremendous

asmaunt of music that was just not

getting played an the radi,” said

Bill Gamble, WXCD's program di-

rector, “We'll play Bon Jovi and

well vl.a.v Madonna and we'll play

Prince,”

The taste fos the "Bls, though,
may be shortlived.

Robert Thempson, a professor
of media and popular culture at
Syracuse University in New York,
sald cable tebevision has made
nostalgia instantaneous, TV
shows fram the '80s never really
stopped being shown, and rudio
stations started doing "Bk blocks
almost as soon as the decae end-
ed.

Il great thing about nostal-
wia, it was like going upin the at-
tic and opening a bax :hal hasn't
been opened in 20 years,”
‘Thompson said, "Now it's as if the
Box never went up to the attic.”

New Year’s

Present-day ball is 4 feet in
diameter, made of aluminum

From page D1

Massachusetis Avenue, near the
British Embassy. The time ball,
however, was relocated to the Old
Executive Office Building, where
it continued 1o be dropged every
iy until 1936, says Steven Dick,
an astronomer with the observa-
tory. That time ball hasn't been
seen sinee. Some speculate the
ball, a wooden frame wrapped in
canvas, was simply discarded.

“Everyone knows about the
‘ball in Times Square,” says Dick.
“They don’t realize that it was a
historical method for disseminat-
ing time, ..., Their time ball wis
originally synchronized from
here.”

The presentday bl is four feet
in dizmneter and made of alu-
minum.

Secretary of the Navy Richard
Danzig will give the order to drop
the ball this New Years Eve, and

Boweed by a fire: wurk- display.
“Although many celebrated the
new millennium lst New Year's
Eve, according to the Gregorian
calendar it actually begins Janu-
ary 1, 2001," says Dick. A digital
clock at the madn entrance to the
Naval Observatory is still count-
:ug down to the milleanium, he

']'hr U.5 Naval Observatory,
which maintains the Master
Clock of the United States, is also
reactivating its around-theworld
time ball drop, successfully car-
ried out last New Year's Eve at 20
sites in elght countries on six con-
tinents. As the new millennivm
sweeps arcund the warld begin-
ning at the International Date
Line, the drops will be coordinat-
ed with the Global Positioning
System of satellites, for which the
Naval Observatery provides the
e

“Those interested in more infor-
mation can eall 202-762-1467 or
visit the Web bil!.

WS

Ugly dogs

Herbert
Micknamed “Herhie the Love
Creek

Despite their looks, oumers say  Pug.” this wrinkly Salmon
i lenty lovabl dog has lots of unappealing habits,
ese pups are plenty lovable E sam;tswhmeﬁwd with S
ups of moisture shooting cut
R s his nostrils like a mister, He eats
everything he can fit in his mouth,
would win this contest, nostrils which left him with a green face
closed. She didn't get any argu- one Easter when he discovered a
ment from us. bow] olqu: dye Jeft unattended on
Nannie not only has an exceed-  atable,
ingly strong odor, she also slob- Hul.wnerl)awd Hillpatrick
Ters, gurgles, has a claims that Herbert
Maky skin condition snores bouder than
and snores g lowd i ‘ any human ks capa-
It Fnrigheshes. People adways tell 4
band, Tom, wont  us thal sheksougly — “he practicalty
allow her in the il e wil:
bedroam any she’s cute. %"2‘? dows, Kipairick
onger. (ﬂuﬂy says. “We
“This English 5 hi ) i out of the bed-
bulldog had a boy MMWP&G roo, and he pul
bloodshot eye and i ‘his face down by
somewhat of a snif- dURtﬂmlk the crack of the
flefromacokdon  GRYLIRG ugly Can doos, which made it
the day she had bea girl Nannie sound like he was
her picture taken. Lk ,  Snoring through a
Her constant snort- mes!.kgmumag. megaphone, We fir
ing, thuough, was nally had to put
unrebated, Ensight Tonke Enright bim kn the garage
=aid. That's just the ar plght”
way she sounds. ick’s 12-
Nevertheless, the Enrights of  year-old daughter, Autumn, says
Vancouver, inchding son Tadd Herbert more than makes up for
and daughter Jamiee, would nev-  his physical pecubiarities, though,
e trade in their Syear-old for 8 by being the famiky's best friend.
pretier nusdel, “Her looks attract “Whenever I'm upset, he gives
people,” Tadd says, “U | take her u-e dm lwk hke]r.\feels sorry for
to & park, everyone In the place e ruabess e feel
wants to talk to me about her.” 10v\:d 2

“Peuple always tell us that she's
sa ugly, she's cute,” Tonie En-
right said. “They also always
think she's a boy. Most people
don't think anything ugly can be a
girl. Nannie proves them wrong.”

Diavid Kilpatrick added, *Be-
sides, if we ever have a rough day
or are feeling sarry for ourselves,
we can Abways look down at Her-
‘bert and see how wough things
could be.”

o a\ummmmmuég’w o+ PROCF OF LFE () #2950 3350420 6501 2040 wanps
o % VERTICAL LS (P0-13) |I.‘\éq.lm|mm e

MEG RYAN | RUSSELL CROY

e

HOW HIFIHO - KFPLY AT THEATRE

¥ WYERTICAL LIUT(PG-13) (11 6 12852 50304
IR

nmmo’n—mwnsm-:

o PROCE OF 20,0, | OF. SEVS HOW THE GANCH.  CHRESTALS (PG}
v DAMOEDRS & anwssmnu ul&sumr&uw»rmu
UNBAEAKABLE (PO AT S
1 DAL 1B 05150
ELATS B PASeE T e o 1
“THE ATH DAY {P0-1 T s binbe [THE ETHOAY(PG-13) (10215006
(CHRARLIES ANGELS{PG-10} (903160 1301 00 | MEET L
BOURCE (951 1225 25 146 . 3
aLLY é MELADIDERG | ) 5 ANGELS [P
MENGF T mmw
Tt Paseins poy |
T DOUNCE [PG-13) 1 - (R IDEAHE) L B De
[ [ VERTICAL LT P13-13) umawww
v VERTICAL LT (PO-E1) (L4720 11 toag | CVMGENS b DRALCHS [PO-13 (2025401 T
¥ % PROGF OF e 147 1313 | PROCF OF LFE(R) nmmsu:
B 11 _&t‘i&m DL SEUSS" HOW THE GRICH STOLL CHIRSTMAS (PG}
Bl M2EAAR DTS
e o) Wi [102 DALMATIANS ) [LERERASY Tk,
o EARABLE (P0-13) IIIW’”‘N’I
BOUNCE [t 1y EAEE IS0 | T TH DY BO-13) 13k
OF ﬂ Fr cug | RUDAATE B FARES-THE MOVIED) |1 WFMI-
FIAGRATS I iﬁ’?ﬁﬂ ] CHARLIE'S ANGELS [PG-13) (T €-25615 220 Cam,
wm,&i&“m.m | ...n«amg

700 SE 122nd Ave.

Wholesale/Retail

Fortland, OF (503) 252-6267

73,000 16, . Tacility has o 40,000
depurumnndu.‘ﬂﬂwsq [

?q:uﬂm 5

U Wit filas i We also stock @ lor
beand soma NOTIONS induding: assortment of '“ 5.

;n_lsl?lu’r{lﬁ El Egper We wholesale all thesa items by
iy Loy, the full box or bolt af discounts
st from 40% to 50% off the sug-
hense gested reteil price. We honor

VISA, MosterCard and £

To bl bl 1-800-392-337 Ditownr cerds. i

12803 BR2ASSH veww falbricdapo com :

Bring a little country
flair to your home this
Christmas.

This wooden baskel has o real counlry
Chriistmas Nlaver, Send an FTD* Chistmas.

Pre-School (3 yrs. old)

88" water B
4 ta & students per class §,
Parents observe poolside |

. through Advanced #-

Non-members we.‘com?

ristmas
Portrait
Special

20, OFF Regular Studio
Frices and Frames through

December 3lst

Call Soon For Appointment! 693-6751

1005 HAIN 5T =

DOWNTOWN ¥ANCOUVER

Tragitions™ Bouwqual,

iy 6610 E.
Eaity, so10

Mill Plain * 694-3331 %_-j
R

“Handyman

CONNECTIO N- oTHER EXPERTS®

COUPON SAVE '25

s 25 |
RETIRED

CRAFTSMEN &

OFFER AFFORDABLE
HOME REPAIRS & REMODELING
* CARPENTRY * PLUMBING
* ELECTRICAL
* WINDOWS & DOORS » PAINTING
* BATH/KITCHEN REMODELS
* DRYWALL REPAIR * CERAMIC TILE

* HANDYMAN JOBS

VANCOUVER
696-5877

PORTLAND {503) 620-7087

h

Classes meet twice a
for five weeks.

January 2 thru February 1
February 6 thru March 8

week

694.8361




