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Clark County suffers

. in the shadow
of Portland’s electronic
media umbrella
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ometine during the next couple of iy notior where you go, you hear the
m‘:ﬁ“:um:‘m:l?’fg'm same volees, the mwmﬁ:mdmamn
llmﬂwn l"‘:rﬂand gongs, ... Unless you happen to hear o free-

mmmﬂ,m way report, It's hord to lmow what city you are
Cloar Channel, b in bylmllucrﬂmmhe radla,” R
n!rendy hnsmmimlhna!nﬂn mnw“PuiI the first major overhayl 1996,
and says it thona low [n mnll! than 60; companles
m'lhnﬂmmmospm.Menmmmd ‘ol Gm 6 Tiou Than (odr staliois In ona
pmont. i market and no more than 0 natlonwide, Now,

can own as many o elght n one

once

are loskng out

Inatead of becoming the most powerful
electronie media souree In Clark County, thin
new atation will serve ns
ple of direct access to pubile alrwaves slip-
ping avey to Portland.

nt another exam-

md':el.aml there is no Imit on the total num-
Consequently, thousands of slations
ﬁnnmhnnmmmntinmn country) hlwe
chooged hands during the past three years,
mostly m‘hb‘lc:lupbycnrpnmﬂnnmc ear
Channel, for cxample, now owna more than
Malnﬂlnm.c‘omblmdwuh the nl!lerlwo

Trethren throughout Ameriea In this predicn-
ment os lectively suffor the repercur-
alons of %Tﬂmﬂlﬂhﬂ Actof 1966,

Targest and Infin
iy, the three own more llmn 1,100 statlons unll
gtnmn: mhrsﬁhllllnn In revenue each

o industry sources,
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an Vancouve: who
unlrlll cliy's K\'AN-AM ui‘-!ko] to Por
o in December — to get OI.:ip:'IPIIIL

citlen muﬂmﬂmmmhmmm virhy-
ally Ty ‘televi-
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cuseid

The mumlskmnm In the businesa as
“rimshal,

Dull.rm hawe been won, rmdlo business exc
perts ey, while conmmmmnitiea have been lost,

Botton-line buginess

“This i all aliout commeree,” tald Jo-
remy Willer, co-founder of Amerd:

T cans for Radio Diverity, a nonprof-

merville

N, Ito ton in Ho s, Minr.
A '“ﬂmﬁﬁ‘immqmnmdlnm

busineas, Granger sald he just couldn't com-
pete dnan with the resourcen and offl-
clmqml’cllnm ownerahip.

“It really how chonged the complexion of the
industry,” Granger sald, “The great thing
nlmul radlo for years won that it was local. ..

Now pollcies are passed down from some cor-
porate office in some other cliy. Thee foous is
an the almigghty ddollor, and these companes
?ﬂlﬂ't‘m‘lw nervingr e community to the
hank."
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DAVE BARRY

Green, blind,
high-fivin’
soccer lizard
must die!

henn‘l]v time I ot really
seared was when the mob

surrounded me and hegon
hattng on my head, Foriunately,
It was ot my usuel lead: It was
the head of a glant lieard.

1 wan wearing the giantlizard
head beeause — ancd thia [s why
paaple who value their dignity
ushould aveld journallsm —1
Illnlmht It would be fun to write
L bedng o sports team moscot
ongnging In contieal hijlnle
with the crowd. The mascot that T
wound up belng Is named “PK.,"
which stands for “Fenalty Klck."
PIL, a Tfoot green 5
mngeot for the Minmi Fuslon, &

rofessional soceer leans of which
"m bl fan

[lilee noccer because there's a
tot of action and drunn, There
nre no lmeouts, so U

muywlllvcl Bumped by another
oyer, or n beam of sunligh 1
Tl e himself deamotient
e grroundl, writhing and elutch-
inge bl ey (not necessarly

Fiegr thnt gpot Bumperd) aned
sereaming it the referee
sihould gget a priest out there im-

aredintely to admindster the kst

witess, or ab Teast el a foul, ‘The

riferve generlly fmmores e

1:1174{{'5 who, afler a while, !Mlnlii
runtinues playing. So

v or five I‘Mn'l in-

That's how

ke suffer f
fnrdes per g
towngthy they are,

Here's nmother cenmple of soc.
eaa, which Lnm
; Lot year, In
Tieazll, there was a soceer auicl
utveeen two arclirival leama,
e of which is nlclaamed “The
A 0 d U s oo
a ggonl, and the guy who scored it
cnhhmlullwmn:hlnuinlohin
ahortsa, pulling out a carrot, aned
ENXTING IT. He hod a carrot in
i shorta the whole fimel Talk
about team spirll You woneder
what he'd do if | team
nicknamed “The Eel Eatera.”

Tt back m& poknt: [asled
Fuabon officinl I coubd wear
the PE. costume at a game, wnd
they sald QK. And so one Sunidny
afternnon I found myaelf in an of-
fee nest to the stadlum, sirog-
peling into the BRI outfit, which
inelules grreen legpings, preen
arms with only four finggers per
Tand, big feet, o d-foot tall and a
hmc Tizarel hesel with bupgy

ey nr;dm:inn.'llmulv
maouth, Helping mo put these
Ueams on was the regular Fuslon
wngeot, Tony Moizoll. who.,
when he s not o glant leovd,
 supermarket meat de-

The other team scored

Ty DAVE JEWETT
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Well, think again.

“The computer game currently reaplog
aumn of the moat enthuslastic rMcmleane
the mildest violence in space war-
}'ne lmd with a declded cmphasis on think-

mf&l“dll Mu!n’uATpﬂ:n[.anlnu:I alurn:
asetd strutegry grame involving colonlzation of

h
b l.mlginlled Nnﬂmn!mmnmﬂplo
Alpha C: with

s ol inthe

the :npuilnwl%r:hmﬂummlmdnnwhmnc

for a declining
But trouble develops on the ship, and the
colonlsts end up dis into seven factions,
player nssunies control of one of
Ilm:ﬂcﬁ::w triea to lead it to domination

-mnn Ccntwd* emphaslzes diplomacy, ex-

plortion and technologleal developments

over warfore, which is almost a last resort,
“The player must deal with resource produc-
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ume In "candly one of tho best tur-based

mame review sald,
“While "Clvilization”
surved as the

partment. A e attached my tail,
“Tomy gruve e sone magcet luyg
s, sl -five preaple,
Ireansier if yu e thiekr by,
they'll iry to ke off your fin-
pera”

Finaly [ sudted wp, anl,
with Tony swidingg e, Twaddied
Into the stadivm, Twish yow could
B peeen the crowd veaction, |
ity Tooould hawe seen i, too, Bt
it Lurns ot~ Dby,
Likier o < Mezireds actaally g
Uwrongely ke mouths, aul my
srvonally wias podntingg dovn at a 44
elhege b, s el 1 ol e

4 il
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e by which all comm-
puter stratepy gones
wm‘u :uusnmt In this

w|II lm tlw onee that fills

that same nlh' into

lllennium,”

Tk g e seem over-

wrhelubngg ot frst and conaes
with a 240-page monual, The

ook wisely suggeuts playera start vight

with some tutorkily, and sve reading the vol-

ume for Inter.
Good advice.
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MKt
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you cately my driit,

Teeplng i wary cye oul for in-
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Radio
Only twe of five stations
licensed here are based here

From Page D1

KVAN is one of the two stations
still operating n Vancouver, a city
of about 135,000 residents in a
county of about 330,000, While
KVAN focuses much of its local
programuming on Southwest
Washington news and talk, the
other station, KEMS-AM (1430),
serves a more general and urban
audience,

The other three stations b-
censed to Clark County cities —
Entercom’s KFXX-AM (910) and
KNRI-FM (84.7) and Clear Chan-
nel’s new station, KXMX-FM
{105.9) — are based in Pordamll.

t has no presence there
physically or otherwise. Its for-
mat — new rock, aimed at males
18 to 34 years old — doesn't fit
the arcasmgeasama]lmlﬂ

nusual operation: KMUZ-AM disc jockey Nelson
? listeners. The mdlos:fm is licensed in

TRRDY WARYHEN
Zegda reads from a list of items for sale called
m, Gre., operates out of a Washougal office

1 Th Courmbian

pnhEcﬁleahuwnnoloueCamas- ge format that appeals mosﬂy to pockets of Latino
o even Clark act mPnrdana‘.
o.lommumtuyserwoc In this re- o
port, the station claims its nightly  the cost of operation.
broadcasts of the nationally syndi- “It allows us to become a more WHOM TO CALL :
cated show "Loveline”™ and two po company,” he said. “We : P— :
early Sunday morning syndicated  can offer 13 better deals. 7 ¥ |
programs fill the community’s ... We can go after the bigger na- U5, Sen. Slade Gorton !
needs, tional accounts.™ (F-Bellevue) I
When the Camas station origi- Listeners benefit, Saito says, q, 0. 24. H
nally was granted its license, in through stronger signals and 4t e '24-335%; g-mad; th page (wvew, 56048 Qo gorton). '
1};!92;"01': owners were local and p e':grdeguahw programming pro- Yancouver offica: '
the adult contemporary format o i national sources, Fedan]&ldno SO0, 12th 5L, Room 130, Vancouver, WA S8660; tnlaphone: 695- :
the station fit the town pretty well, Chris owner of the TH3S; b 696
Camas Mayor Dean Dossett said.  group that operates 1 .u&s—,wm - f
“Initially, some people heretried ~ KBMS, said even though hi te): e :
the station and liked it and lis- County station is small, it 111 R (Office Buikd oc. tefephone: (202) 224 pmummmolemdnmmrk Haamid of KBOO adds, "It i
tened to it fairly regularly,” he couldn't survive on local 2621 fa [202) 2240238, m that corporate America Is at comes down to this: Do we want |
said. “Now, as it has changed, it ing alone. It must tap the Port- s tempting to dominate.” i to hear a variety u[‘_vmgcsftom i
doesn't really fit us as far as the land market. Foderal Buiding, smwmsn Fivom 140, Vancouver, WA Willeer of A Radio  different communities? Well, 1
overall character of the city.” “That's just the way the busi- T797: fax OG-TT98, Dimiwsaiﬂ_"rhjgm!& “_rgmldedwxrdmmunm i
The FCC licenses stationstoa  ness is,” he sajd. “People aren’t source, our public airwaves, is be-  lithic audio presentation. ... Ifthe
particular city, rather than a mar-  spending that kind of money to "‘-’-MWW ing handed over to the wealthy, community won't clamor fora . |
ket, because it determines there  buy stations to lose business., |, (D " and we're not doing anything change, who will?™ i
is a need for that area to have its our signal hits, that's 17211 DC. (2002) 225-3534: faxc aboutit, .. money is not be- Right now, like the mayor of © |
own electronic media. Portland,  the community we serve,” m?ﬂwm mmmn.mmmm mgzrvmbadﬂnlhc communi- Banks, no one here even seems:
Tfor example, has enough radio " lotlpeaxlwareolclarkCo!mW_s -
and television stations that no FCC's diminished power 1220%31 mmmmmmmmm Wilker and others say the best  dwindling access to rdio. Ginger
more Boenses are belng granted 6197, mnmmmngdpubhcm Metcalf, executive director of an
for it, according to the FCC. With the sweeping ks o the Fodernl the FCC and state and  influential local group called Iden- '
Yet companies still want ashot  tion that began in the Reagan era o which pe national legislators, “Otherwise, ntych(kICol_]nly, said ]\er_nmng
at the Portland market, the na- and crested with the Tek K nothing will change. n“er&v;m Egohia;:jdmcgoss;‘d m;ﬁ:;
tion's 24th largest, so they resort mnhnuxﬂﬂnﬂ%ﬁ stations Weita: Dirocior continue to get away wil 5, 3 in Southwe:
to the ‘rimhor‘amrouel{'l‘his now are merely to iden- ‘9‘9Hamﬂ~ No.254, Mﬂnﬂc 20554, ﬂ*{mll“a- mdﬂwywmmme tolower  ington towns, from Vancouver lo
technique involves the purchase  tify the city of license at the top of DR00CTTY [202) 418-2555; &-mai: psd @ oo gov; o visit Wb site:  phe Camas, also did not know about
of a station on the fringes of 2 ma- the hour and keep their base of W boC . ties," hesmd.'lrsrealhmnu:rv i .
Jormarkel.sum as Clark County.  operations within a 25-mile radius - bt this issua on Tha Cok Web £lta, tant that people get i Vaneouver Mayor Royce Pol- -
The company then moves the op- Mﬂ\alm&rhﬂmdmwhasal- £, Ome idea undcrtﬁsulsslon at lard said though the issue has not
erations of the station to the ma-  lowed stations to essentially iy the FCC is offering low-power been discussed by the City Coune "
Jor city, boosts its power and es- mreutewnﬂunxeaawl]as . FM stations that could serve spe <l he does think it is important., :
sentially gains a new station in service, k or another we have to have a'certain number of  cific areas, such as neighbor- cnquglllmddwmehsiﬁmmr i
the prime market. Clear Channel, the act say, ould have been notified about it pa.dadsm—mgu out of busk hoods or suburbs with local pro-  topics for review. . C
for example, paid more than $20 lnmrn,budsetamsilweﬂ:u asadly,,..Weshmdd:tlusthe ranging from schoal Limited access to radio just -
million for its Vancouver Boense. d the itor Sdmryujdwmmc news to ethnic music. adds to the difficulty we have in
Rmnsmo Clcart:hmet'a\doe pomomuePCC Porﬂandmﬂ- We're Iusaugnurvnlceon radio lecommunications act, FM sta- The National Association of crrahmmniﬂ!'ﬂafr In our com- -
and general in  fice of six whﬂeﬂ:emmpanyismalungmﬂ- mnsmmemmm Broadcasters is vehemently ~ mwnity,” Pollard said, *1 hope at
Portland, said, “We regard Van- mdbnenfwlﬂﬂdhﬂvomr lions.” selling for between $500,000and  against such a proposal because it some point in time, someone
couver no differently than we do  dent assistants who work out of a ‘To take the probiem to other 52 million. Now they costmeore  could mean loss of advertising would see the value of basing a
Beaverton or Gresham or Salem.  private office in Vancouver. Their  extremes: A station licensed to than $20 million. “FM stations and listeners to current station radio station in this area. ... If we
To us, it's all one and the same.” main function is to respond to Gmhm.muznmmo;o;. madj:mndgm owners, but FCC C| have a radio station that putsan |
Saito said because his compa- emergency calls ing inter-  erates out of Wash o, he said, ‘William Kennards said recently emphasis on local studf, it can ba-
ny's five Portland-based stations ference with frequencies. Any bm@dcaﬂsaSpanﬂhlangum then, there are only so mnyglum about the issue, “We cannot deny mm_aullquoraduerﬂmng
— KKCW-FM (103.3), KKRZFM  concern about content — or lack format that appeals mostly to Lt available, and it has become 2 opportunities to those who want . and public service announce-
(100.3), KEDX-AM (1190), KEWS-  thereof — Is handled by FOC no communities |n Portland. malterul‘supplyand demand,”  to use the airwaves to speak to ments, telling peaple what they
and the new Vs Washi aid once these com-  their communities because it ﬁddnhmmﬂwrmmmpoﬂ-
station — are broadcast through- DC.,sﬁdBthg\mnneai lheﬁ‘u\gtsu[uﬂlu’mmopol]un millions on a sta- might be inconvenient for those " vy
out the metropolitan area, includ-  the local resident the country, tion, meywauthlghmmm For whoekeadyhave those opportu-  U.S. Rep, Brian Baird, a Demo-
ing Clark County and Multnomah “We cannot tell the stations smﬂoppowmoimew.‘fhc the most they can't get that crat from Vancouver, sald, “Pec-. |
County, his stafi must focus on what to do,” Nguyen said. “Itsup  same thing is from programming and local W'lﬂu:rusdanymeeu:ﬂdmn ple generally don't realize how
the market as a whole to make to them."” suburbs around .Sﬂﬂth- advertisers. The largest advertis-  up one of these low-power sta- frag!leioca]bmndmhnxwunh]_
money and succeed as a viable diaco, Los Angeles and other big mslmnm!tsmrcgluna]mdna— tions for less than 55,000 and it's gone."
business, rather than on the city  Systern failure? cities in America tional, and those b bring back to Listeners, as well as advertis-
of license. Anyway, he safd, Van- “It's a shame because these fer to be paired with mgnmlmd the radio, “Just by its nature, ers, who are interested in local .
couver’s issues don't differ that ‘This type of self- government places ought to have their own national programming with which  these stations would have to content need to champion for it .
much from Portland’s or its other doun'tseemmbcwnrlungm media,” says Robert Fulford, 2 they are familiar, ity involved o or they and support stations that provide !
suburbs. Many people in Clark Clark County, but Southwest professor of communication at Some say this kind of system woubdn't work,” Wilker said. it, he said. —
County work in Portland, Even Wsahmgtnmm‘talooe. industry  the University of Portland. will work. “Eventually, the market “People could broadcast meet- “There's a real concern right
more have business dealings tthere  “That's where a particular charac-  will be forced to provide what the  ings, city news, social news, what:  now about the public's ability to .
there. xtonandnnhunaay]nxtmme ter of a place comes through, the  people need or don't have,” ever's going on around them.’ access local information and locil
“Idon't think there s a feeling ~ Portland area, similar eases can local styles, the local ways of do-  Schwary said. “To survive inra- * The FCC will take comments on ne?sandhmmdcpmdc&\‘tvmd_
of scparation,” Saito said, “Port- be made In Lake Oswego, Gre- ing things. ... Without media fo- . dio, you have to find your niche,”  this proposal until August. (Mare Baird said,
land stations have always covered  sham, Beaverton, Tigard and cused on your community, you're mostly those not in- information about it is available mercsponsl'blllly falls to the view-
things in Vancouver, palitically even Banks. not going to know about the pos-  volved in the business side ofra  on the department's Web site, ers and listeners,”
mdnmmsr_’l'henehxsw Banks — a town of about 800 smmnolmmmakemhﬂe dio, disagree and think the sys-  wwwicc.gov) Balrd said the only way to
been that close connection.” people, about 25 miles west of better and more interesting.” is makes changes in such a system,
Saito said he feels the same Portland — has a radio station I Schwary, who owns Shaheed ,avolunteer ~ Solutions? controlled by competition is for
fabout the rest of the counties censed to it, KBET-FM (107.5), KMUZ and was part of the program host at the advertise- listeners to “vote with their ears
where his stations’ signals hit. which many of the city’s resi- groups that sold KNRK and the  mentiree KBOO-FM (30.7) in “To be a successful citizenina ~ He compared the radio crisis to
ey all vethe same ser.  dents, including the town's may-  television station KPDX to Port-  Portland, says radio has gotten. ~ democracy requires you to do that of local retailers who are be-
vice,” he said. or, did not even know about. land investors (see away values or more than just vote,” communica-  ing systematically replaced by
Clear Channel owns 17 stations Mayor Ray Deeth saidhe  story), acknowledges that the even listeni: ton prof Fulford said, “In or- mEllaandWaJ—MaﬂS
along the Interstate 5 corridor, mew nothing about the state of the radio business mayir.  "Traall partuf\‘hedumbmg der for people to participate in a ‘Listeners need to demand |
from Medford to Centralia, and tive rock station — based out of Titate or even enrage some peo- down of our society. The media way, they need to
jhas the capability to operate all of  downtown Portland —thatisus-  ple. But he says it comes downto  has the role of educating as well hwﬂmrowomrﬂm"fhose
u::mﬂnmumhfuandofﬁma ing his city’s license, valued at simple economics: Portlandcan  as entertaining the populous,” he mmadem'l.abﬂeuwm active
gl;n company is considering,  more than $14 million. He asked support the stations and Clark said. “If you're going to have mu-  public communication, in print as
i ito gald, He said such consoli- around town and ‘tfindany-  County can't sic on a station for 24 hours of the  well as broadeast. As people be-
- dation of radio has allowed com- meela:wholmcwmll.dﬂlﬁ‘ “City of Beense doesn’t mean a day, how are you maintaining or ~ come aware of the politics, the .
[pamesnammcmomwim “It's ridiculous. ... Ifaweird, ...  damn thing to these stations,” perpetuating a value system? recreation, the events, the arisof  those stations know they want
fewer prople, therefore reducing  It's uncthical,” Deeth said, 1 Schwary sald. “In reality, you How are you educating the com- 8 community, they can partici- something better.
Game simulates
atud(hmﬁnedeenlnl.ommum mdualotol’mmblepeople.{dso vin 7|
Barw opening and made a very fact: If you're 3'0""““5 th""s
. R mentary remark. Hoping to win him wearing a lizard costume, and a woman
!anng&eﬁ:mfwaimdms mrmuslg-jiulu.lwmdmhigh m-unmmmhmd Neswsday
H such a bright i five ut somebody grabbed me, you, you are looking, throu terdom's first i
tuas nok idea and then somebody else yanked on my hmdnmomh,thrcclbruﬂ!eﬁmnlenl mﬁ:&:‘n enables youdk?"\"lwam 3
From Page D1 tail, and within seconds there were tributes that women are always accu: ously expertence the theill of ap,..
people all arpund me, shouting and ing guys of lool hugaLYoum‘tluﬂpll‘! adrenalinerush  sport  whose:
dered into the stadium end zone, grabbing and onmy head. It But the woman cannot tell, because the growing constituency runs the,
where a group of hard-core soccer fans ~ was like being inside the bass drum at eyeballs on your mascot head appear to gamut from teens to septuagenaie
hang out. Going there was a bad idea a Metallica concert. hcmnkmg mature eye contact with ans, as former President Bushyqi
for two reasons: (1) Serious soccer ‘The problem with being a mascot in demonstrated recently.
fwnﬂ.sarenotlondofmennmloon‘ this situation is that you have no way to . lmndaﬁctahmfnrmm “Sheydivel,” you'll jump
icept; and (2) The opposing team had indicate distress: Your mascot face who are pondering a career in the giant- out of a plane at 14,000 feet, phi:
 just scored a goal. So the mood in the keepsﬂmhtoummnshappt}ylimho lizard field. My advice s, stay cut of the met earths 120 mph,
Elmrd-oorememunhappy lieve me, the inner lizard was scared. end zone. And wear a cup, wait until you're only 2,000
| Of course RK. the lizard did not Ehrnmarhgly'l‘owmdmm:sccurﬂy from the ground before activating,
!know any of this. PK. wad just shut. guards quickly came to my rescue, and DAVE BARRY it a hicmor colwmmist for the your virtual hute.
ﬂlmzulong a big, blind, grecn. high- the remainder of my stint as mascot Miawmi Herald, Write to him in care of Realtime videos dcmnsu-a:g
fivin', wavin’ wad of fun, My first went smoothly. The rest of the crowd Tropic Magazine, The Miami Herald, One basics of the spart.
nﬂdlm;ofh‘ouble came when man seemed friendly; I high-fived and Herald Plaza, Miami, FL 33132




