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DAVE BARRY

5:30 a.m.,
Dipsy hour
for dads

v, still dark out, and
l the living room Ooor, trying

o simultaneously sleep and play
with my G-month-old daughter, So-
phie. She goes to bed at 7.30 p.m., so

Aam., she's wide awake and
raring to go.

That's not a figure of speech: So-
phie gets up on her hands and knees
in her erib and literally rares until a
sleepedeprived parent stumbles in
there and picks her up, Then it's
time for fun!

When I'm the parent in charge,
the first fun thing [ do is change So-
phite’s diaper. Lately, this makes me
nervous, because of an a
the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, sent
in by many alert readers, stating that
an apartment in Ennis, Texas,
canght fire when a soiled diaper left
in a plastic bag on a hot patio re-
leased methane gas, which caused
the bag to “erupt into fames.” If a
single diaper, under the right condi-
tions, can canse that to happen, ten
our house is potentially a nuclear
doady bomb,

By the time I finish changing So-
phie, it"s 533 a.m. The morning is
flying by! Next Liry to feed her
some "solid food,” defined as “food
that is not solid, and probably not
fond.” It comes from those
pranksters at Gerber, who shove
everything they ean get hold of —
peas, heets, pears, rutabagas, pep-
peronis, turkeys, goats, squirrels,
sequlds, ceiling tiles, ete, —into a
blemder, then squirt the resulting
glop into tiny jars, which are labeled
with names like “Protein Medley.”

T have an efficient feeding tech-
nigue, and within a few minutes,
every last spoonful of that glop is
somewhere in Sophie’s hair. [aim
for her mouth, but she moves oo
fast. Sophic will try to eat virtually
any random thing she finds on the
floor, including dead cockroaches,
But she draws the line at baby food.

Mow it's 6 a.m, — time to play!
This is wh 5 4 parent, you want
to he creative, to stimulate your
chilil’s mind and help her rln

plan is that Saphie will be so fasci-
nated that she won't notice I'm
sleeping.

The: thing is, Sophie doesn't pay
attention to the TV, She's busy
rolling around the floor, cxplunng

her environment, as he
Iearns to perform the ineredibly
complex set of funetions we call hu-
man theught (“Mayhe THIS will fit
inta my maouth! Maybe THIS will it
inte my mouth! Maybe THIS will

Meanwhile, despite my sleepi-
ness, | find myself watching the TV,
especially a show called “Teletub.
bies," which is strangely compelling.
For example, in a recent episade,
Dipsy, wha is the second-higgest
“Teletubby, was wearing his black-
and-white hat, which is his favorite
thing. when suddenly, for no appar-
ent reason, there was this explosion
— POOF — and Dipsy's hat was ..
very smalll So Dipsy went around to
Laa Laa, Po aned T

hat too small?” e kept aaklm.'.
though he could not grasp this con-
cept, even though his hat leoked like
s little black-and-white wart,

Just when Dipsy was starting to
come to grips with the reality that
his hat was too small, POOF it was
... very big! The brim was down
around Dipsy's waist. He looked like
e was being eaten by a mutant air-
Borne cow, So Dipsy AGAIN went
around to Lan Lan, Po and Tinky
Winky, and th

While Dipsy was trying to absorb
THAT, there was another POOF, and
Dip=y's hat was ... normal! As Laa
Laa, Po and Tinky Winky put it, in
another example of sparkling dia-
Togoue: “Dipsy hat just dght.”
At this point, Twas totally ab-

sorbed in the plot. [ wanted to dis-
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Wit for money: Donald Corey -fr., who says he is homeless and lives on the streets of Vineowver, fokes with passing motorists by saying “It's my final

answer; [ want to be a millionaire,”

in addition to “Peace.” Corey

is sitting at the southbound exit of Interstate 5 at Mill Plain Bowlevard.

FREEWAY PANHANDLERS

Busy arterials give beggars spots to score cash and more

By BRETT OPPEGAARD
Coluntbian staff writer

Scoring: Bud
Lee, 46,

necus.

i Lee pours the last drops of

water inte his cupped dizght

hand., then rubs his palm over

the back of his balding, burnt-
red scalp. Seems an unseasonably
warm afterneon, with a mix
of profanity, shifting slightly on the
crate he has propped up beneath a
stop sign at the end of a freeway off-
ramp in Vancouver,

His thick red golf shirt and heavy
Black denim pants were given to him
ance on this corner = at the end of
the westhound state Highway 500 off-
ramp near 2th Street — as have
many other things, including all the
cigarettes, money, food and drink he
‘has wanted. Thiz spot has been good
to him, and he comes here religiously
during commuter times. For those
couple hours of the day, Lee focuses
on his craft: panhandling.

He works on his look: a slumped
posture with a crooked half-smile,

=

hali-frown. He works on his signs —
on this day the piece of cardboard
repds "Homeless, need work.” He
works on his wave, squeezing his left
hand together until it appears with-

Australian films

paint mythic image

aceepts two
cigareties
froma
matorist at
the stop sign
al the end of
the west-
bound state
Highway 500
og:,ramp near
39th Street.
Lee does most
of his pan-
handling
there.

e
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ered, then awkwardly moving it up
and down, And he says his goal this
day is to get eyve contact with every-
one whao drives by, Feedback on his
technitques is virtually instanta-

As an howr passes in the heat, with
his water gone, Lee gets various
things handed to or thrown at him.
Spare change. Disapproving looks,
An open bag of Sun Chips. Shouts of

job!™ Dollar bills. A couple of
rettes. He looks from side

to side every few minutes, watching
for a kid whe rode by him on a bicy-
him

cle the day before and pegged
with a glass boitle, Friends
ajug of wine, which he slurps in the
bushes during brief breaks from his
peat,

An hour later and Lee is sweating

even more, almost into
hones and rags. He wants to go back
to the gas station faucet to fill his plas-
tic milk jug with water to pour on his
Tead, but he knows he'll have to wait
until the stream of comumuters slows,
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Teens go gaga
over Gap,
Nike, others

The Assoctated Fress

J By DEBORAH HORNELOW
Country's ~ RhimoRanbe
movies Millions of television viewers
. worldwide will be funing into the
often depict  otmpics in Australia aver the next
two weeks, but it certainly won't
defiant, their first intraduction to the coun:
% o try of Mad Max, Mick Dundee and
PIONEETING  Babe, all resicents of the immense
land outside of such famous Aussie
and Cheek}' cities like Sydney and Melbourne.
{‘.haI‘aCEBI'S re 19 million people

them in cities.
To watch Australian films, howev-
er. especially those widely available
anel popularized in the United
States, viewers might be more in-
clined to think that Aussics live and
thrive in the untamed Cuthack and
that they are a stubborn breed of
rugged pioneers who throw shrimp
on the barbie, defy authority with
cheeky alacrity aned stick to their
own codes of ight and wrong.
Consider Mad Max, the iconic
protagonist played by Mel Gibson
in George Miller's post-apocalyptic
series, Or consider the writer
played by Judy Davis in Gillian
derson’s “My Brilliant Career.”

An-

Coortesy of UNIVERSAL 5TUDNDS.

Land of 'sheep pigs?' "Babe: Pig in the City,” a tale about sheep-
herding pig, is one of Australia’s quirkier comedies.

Recall the brave, doomed military

“Breaker Morant™ and 3
lipoli.” The wayward schoolgirls in
the recently rereleased “Picnic at
Hanmng Rock.” The d(‘ﬁdlll dancer
rictly Ballroom.” And the
s.ha'ky Mick Dundee played by
Paul Hogan in the lucrative and ex-
tremely papular “Crocodile’
Dundee” series (the third ingtall-

ment is due in 2001).

But Owen Johnston, a project
manager in Marketing & Develop-
ment at the commission, says these
films represent an Anstralian
mythelegy that is "dying out.”

e new Australia — with its
multinational, urban populations —

AUSSIE PIX, feree 23

NEW YORK — The unofficial
school uniforms for teen-age boys
anid girls this year came from
Tommy Hilliger, Old Mavy, Nike,
Gap and Polo-Ralph Lauren.

They are the top five brands for
hack-to-schoal shopping, accord-
ing to the 2000 American Express
Retail Index. Girls chose Gap as
their favorite, while boys picked
Nik

n-agers’ preference of ath-
leticsporty styles helped push
Nike into the index’s most-popu-
Iar category for the first ime.
Maost students surveyed said
their fashion choices were most
influenced by personal taste, not
sports figures or celebritie

A separate survey by Zand]
Group Consumer Panel showed
that Levi and Tommy Hilfiger are
the favorite brands of jeans for
high school students, both select-
ed by & percent, and Levi Strauss
is the top brand for college stu-
dents, chosen by 12 percent com-
pared to its closest competitor,
Can with T pereent




SUNDAY, SEFTEMBER 17, 2000

LIFE

Beggars
Money gives panhandlers
independence

From page D1

Lee has tried panhandling just
about every time of day and every

in Clark County, and for his
livelihood, nothing beats freeway
offramps at rush hour, especially
this one,

Panhandler’s paradise?

Thvwmtown Vancouver doesn't
have much foot traffic, especially
‘near transient such as
the railroad tracks and places
such as Share House, where du:

places where the people with mon-
ey are: in their cars on the way to
work or coming home from it.
Such panhandling has become
epidemic in most subairbs in this
counl

“It's been going on for a long
time, but there does seem to be a
ot more of it happening labely,”

sald Mike Davis, 8 Vancouver po-

lice afficer assigned to bike patrol
downtown.

Davis, who deals with panhan-

beat, says ACes.
haven't vet casght up to this trend,
leaving officers relatively power-
less to do anything about it.

“As long a5 the panhandlers
don't obstruet anybody, stop any
Kkined of vehicular or pedestrian
traffic, generally speaking lJIzy
aren't doing anything iegal,” he
‘said. “People that live and work
and own businesses downtown,
especially, have expressed their
concerns W me about it. There's
been a lot of concern about it. ...
But it's in a gray area legally.”
How, for Instance, can one delin-
eate between a Salvation Army
Santa asking lor dommm for

ciies, including Seattle, Portand. ~ Cleverness gets cash
mMF’S'L"mzi‘zxi:;md ‘This area has a long history of
m‘ﬁ T F "33.'“ s ereative and deceptive beggars
has tlmcollln: h ‘problems " who work from all angles, authors
with this ssue in America, with  fes acknowedge. Several use
e nmps.auchaamll?mmmm
g 283 halfdozen =~ kok mare One such
dlers. But even with restrictionsin 2054 pashandler keeps a stmall dog
e5, beggars till have with hirn that he dresses in sun-
found 168 B coruiitan b glasses and a hat. He puts a buck-
aak for money. Or th iy et in the dog's meuth and has him
‘have moved to nearby suburbs, :"'M 0 "'hﬂ:a;[ p‘ﬂ e
such as Vancouver, where the law “‘mcu Msmmn'
hasa't caught up with them yet. . s Sgt.

Lee, for example, used to beg pri-
marily in Portland, He came to
Vancouver about three years ago
after continually being kicked out
of samne of his frvorite spots in
Oregon's largest Gty

Tom Peavey, a Portland police
officer for 27 years, said officers in
the Rose City can arrest panhan-
dlers if they harnss people, but not
Iﬂhtrmtpohlzlnﬂa

Of more concern, he argues, is
what these folks do with that mon-
ey ence they get it

Money for drugs, alcohol

“Drrug dcpcndmry is a huge
issue in this area,” Peavey said.
“Basically, there are a lot of peo-

Steve Shea even remembers a

used the youngster to try to get
muore cash_ *Tt doesn't get much
said.

not Vancouver:
rh= law to ||su|lrandle Witln ahﬂdn:n
an the weather, beg-

long lines. That gives panhmdlem
A captive audience, says a local
begpirar named *Doc.”

“With a piece of cardboard and
adelt pen, T abways have a pay-
«check,” Doc says proudly, adding
that this currenicy cin be as vahu-

ple living on the streets that
e socal servogs hey s i e s FEverabocy pl
Tyl Y8
b greupe that can help them i But that's like malking mink-
Peavey said the Vancouver- Ty rage ¥l ?&lg“mw
Fortland metropolitan ares ofters Do yess, on i bir ey, Do
an array of soeial services, mak. 53 e camped outnear the
ing sure no one in this region has  orthbound terstate 5 on-ramp
to go b or without shelter. &wujﬁ i d i e ol
“If an addict isn't connected with 15" m'mmw L 'mdlf'g"
ane of these services, the chance miom 'He'::ije Lz?“ks
of them beating their addictionis PO 10WIL o
nil. ... There are a bt of good peo- Som lar sign s}
ple out there. A majority want to suuo;panlmq; qug" %
help. But providing for a panhas- “Why lie? | need a beer,”

dler actually harms them by allow-
ingg them to remain inde; of
the systems that can heip. It's not
80 much alqga.l isaueasllwapuh-
Eic swareness issue.”

the A Officer Su

man asking for damuons for even drunks can get three hul

himsell? meals per day at the Share
Fellow Vancouver Officer Ron House, “These people are not go-

Stevens, who also works down-
town on a bike, says without such
specific rubes in place for police to
enforce, transients have learned
that this city serves as a hos-
pl.tnb]c one for puthmd.lu's_ “They

" Stevens
-:hnmmkwumm
group of people with the most
money and the least reskstance
and slide in there.”

Some of this country’s biggest

1980s glitz
comes back
in fall fashions

By CHERYL LU-LIEN TAN
The Baitimore Sun

After years of designers cater-
ing to the more casual work leok
for women and flooding stores
with sweater sets galore, the pow-
e suil s making a cumcbask this
fall — but not in a stodgy way.

Besides standard black-and-
gray ensembles, the suits in
stores this September will conpe
in plaid, tweed, purple, a sexy red
named Merlot and even gold-
hued leather. They'll be trimmed
in fur and slightly beefed up with
"Bls-style s!ldoukh:r pads.

“The pendulum umngmg
back from "W minimalism,” said
Heather Hested, Nordstrom's
East Coast fashion education co-
ordinator. “People want a little
more ghamour in their lives, they
wint 1o get dr up. They
have more money now, so they
can afford the nicer things, the
heoury fabrics”

And this dressing up mclmlcs
the return to la thee

Ing to use your money for food.
They are not geing to starve.
Some of these transients eat bet-
ter than people with jobs. ...
There's a reason why they always
are begging near a iquor or con-
venlenee store. They aren't beg-
ging for food. They aren't beg-
ging for baby formula. They don't
need ta make a phone call or get
gas. The only thing they want is a
botile or a beer.”

“I'l work for drugs and akohol.”
“I necd a Happy Meallu) Spare
«change so I can be happy!

“1 d.ontwmtm wwk_ljustwant

“I'm moklm hire and too
young Lo retire,”
But even with such crafty hnes
and the proper pitiful look, good
nandlers usually only make
‘ta 550 per day, several of the
local beggars say. Doc adds,
“Most of the time it's just enough
to eat, smoke, drink and maybe
get a cheap motel a couple of
nights per week.”

Follow the money
A panhandler named *Steven”
spent a recent afterncon at the

Aussie Pix

Australia, America share
common historical thread

From page D1

is emerging showly on flm. In
many cases, films depicting alter-
native images of the land Down
Under have not made it to Ameri-
ca or don't cateh on once they get
here. Johnston cites Rm
Stomper”

Crowe), “Wog Boy,” “Lookmg for
Alibrandi” and “Radiar

in America of certain images of
Australians may be a shared af-
Tection for the outlaw and pioneer.
Both countries fought with the
British. And bath countries har-
‘bor the shame of having dis-
placed a native population.

“1 think (both cultures) are a lit-
the infatuated with the idea of the
phoneer,” Johaston says.

But there are differences.

“Your country was built by
whit our ancestors called ‘free
settlers' — people who came by
chaice,” Johnston says. "Ours, on
l.hc:mlu:r I-anr.l came in chains —

15805 — axlﬂﬂ.lenmaestiﬂ

halter dreases, minkskdrts, big
chunky earrings, huge sunglass-
es and wild prints on shoes, purs
es and clothing.

Essential plems include fau
python or crocodile print acoes-
wm Iﬂllht about every hue

A.I.o;ua Amr , spoheswoman for
the Bebe clm.hmg «chain, said this
fall marks the “return of the glam-
rock look.”

“It's very Look at me, here |
come,"” she said, “Anything that's
going 1o get attention.”

A Yim
VANCOUVER GLASS (0.

e
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and women oft.he n]ghL I guess
you could say the irreverence and
anti-authoritarianism dates from
those times. Culturally we haven't
forgetten (or forgiven) the
British.”

-—4 FORD-

MERCURY

end of the Mill Plain off-ramp of
Interstate 205. He acknowledges
being involved in various scams
Tor money, including walking
around near a gas station \-mh an
empay can asking for money.

As he was telling his stary,
about his “former” drinking prob-
lem and life-shattering divoree, &
couple of transient scquaintances
agproached him and asked if he
was gokng to be bing. They wanted
acrack at the profitable spot.
Steve replied, “As long as it takes.
e Lo make same maney.” The
scraggly man and woman pro-
ceeded 1o walk into a worn path in
the bushes between the freeway
and the off ramp. Steven confided
that they were going to shoot
heroin in the bushes while they

1. Same, though, ke him, *are
mstD'.‘opl.cmbad . jams and
need the m

Heanld«s.l ‘]lsbeu&:rdmwm
mheneasldns EROTEY, Fuly
ning a algn, than in your hauss
c;n?hng Mmlmrd-camcd

nﬁewdayu later, a woman was
standing at that same spot with &
sign. “Valerie” she begs on
freeway oum:?flwa?:fplm
‘months esch year while she's wait-
ing for a first paycheck from a new
job. She's had five jobs in the past
lwuymmd ditln’t work before

that, relying on public assistance
while she raised her children ina
Hazel Dell apartment.

Vaberie says she doesn’t want to
panhandle but also doesn’t have
mmany other choices.

"It‘snolmmgl]m.g I]Lkg o do,”
he says. “It's hi

et she also has chosen to men-

man o Iouk cleeaund pre-
sentable, To smile, Not to smoke
cigareties and not Lo wear sun-
glasses. Look each person in the
eye, she says.

She gives him one of her signs,
which reads “Started a new job,
Need to buy dinner for three kids.
God bless.”

He takes the northbound off-

while she takes the south.
About 15 minutes later, he refurns
with some mancy. He gives her
Mﬂmm anel walks to a near-
by eonvenience store,

When he comes out, he has a
4lounce beer bottle wrapped in
a brown mwbag He remuoves
the: bottle's cap and takes a big
awig.

e _THE COLUMEBIAN D3

Dave Barry

I suspect Barney is really
L. Ron Hubbard

From page D1

cuss it with somcbody.

“Saphie!" | said. “Dipsy hat just
right!® But Sophie had ml]ad
away and was
thing under the sofa P‘Mavhc
THIS will fitinto ...7).

Twas actually glad she wasn't
watching. [ don’t think It's healthy
for babies to be exposed toa
world where demons possess
your clothing and your friends
don't care.

Alsa, on “Teletubbies,” the sun

is portrayed as a giant baby he e,
]ookm.g down from the sky and
. This is disturbing. If

there's 2 giant baby head, there's
a giant baby butt, right? Who's
disposing of THAT diaper?

Thmk about it! 1 think sbout it &
LOT, lying on And
that's not the mb‘ alarming thing
about children's TV shaws. L also
have come to suspect that the
person inslde tve Barney suit is,
in fact, L. Ron Hubbard.

1 have my reasons. I'd explain
them, but Sophie's chewing
SO0

DAVE BARRY is a humor colummist
Sor the Migmi Herald, Write to hism
in care of The Miami Herald, One
Merald Plaza, Miami FL 332132

Fall features six fashion must-haves

The Baltimore Sus

1. A suit. Mot your regular
straight-cut suit. Try something
different this season, ke a k-
mono-cut evening suit.

2 Fur. Apart from the tieon fur
muffs and cuffs, some stores are
puah:ngdu:]o politically incar-

fur coats as a way to offer a
duse of old-style glimour.

3. Leather. With all the leather
Jackets in all cuts and colors in
stores this fall, you'll have plenty
to choose from. And if you can’t af-
ford or don't want the real thing,
try “pleather,” a plastic keather.

4, Gold. Look out for gold —
and not just in fabrics. Anyﬂ:h.g
wold to dress up even during the
day is key this fall, whether its

this is a stylish chapeau and defi-
nite fashion statement to dress up
@ suit. Not for the selfconscious.

\\’JLh two handles, the bag comes
i all sizes, fabrics and hues.
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