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From poverty to racism to growth,
the Onos have fought to keep their
JSoarm for 50 years

By BRETT OPPEGI’\.’\RD
Cotumbian saff wril
na rmcnt sunny day, Vancouver
lettuce farmer Ken Ono and a
friend were in front of Ono's tool
shed trying to fix a tractor whena
wan approached. I8 was pulling an obd trac-
tor on 2 trailer and had another one of the
machines crammed inside.

The driver, dressed in overalls and a
dirty buseball hat, climbed out of the van
and waved to Ono.

“1 see you're losing ground,” the man
anid, pointing to the condominium skele-
tens rising In the background, “T'm net try-
ing te hurry you out or anything, but 1 won-
dered if you wanted to sell your tractors?”

Ono cringed, then gave the man the an-
swer he gives to anyone who asks about.
the future of his farm.

“Mepe,” Ono said. “Nope. I'm not going

where.”

“Well Ljust don't want to miss out,” the
man said, persistently, explaining that he
collected old farm tractors,

‘U T'm going to sell, 'l put an ad in the
paper.” Ono said, then turned his back and
returned o work, He later said he has had
too many similar conversations to be
drawn into small talk,

Ido sell, then what am I going to do?,”
Ono sald. “Sitin a rocking chair? ... 'm a
farmer, and 'm going to farm u can't

re.”

o said he will fight to keep his land on
his terms, development be damned. He will
Earm as long as he wanis. It's his dght. I('s
his freedem. He says no one will ever take

that away from him or his family again.

Yet pressure comes from all sides.

Subdivisiens to the north. A Minit Mart,
tavern and busy street to the west. A
swollen and often flooded Burnt Bridge
Creek to the south, And now condomini-
ums to the east.

‘Ono and his family are being boxed in by
urban development. Forced off their land-
mark lettuce farm once already, the Onos
have spent decades trylng to shelter their
Tand from further assault.

That won't be easy. Quail Construction
Ine. of Vancouver wants to add to its 100-
unit development under construction just
east of the Onos. Last month, representa-
tives from the company offered to swap the
city 538,000 and a 20-acre parcel on Burnt
Eridge Creek for permission to build about
80 more duplexestyle condos on 9 acres of
agricultural land next to the Onos,

That proposal infuriates Ogden Neigh-
borhood leaders, including Ken Ono.

Kathy Huss, a spokeswoman for the
neighborhood association, says the fertile
lands of the lettuce Gelds are one of the
neighborhood's most prized assets and
should be protected from more encroach-
ment,

“It's one of the reasons homeowners settled
here.” she said, “We bought our house be-
canse we love being near a farming area. We
enjoy the open space, the wildlife, the birds,
hemmel’mﬁsmmkatmgm Mo all
sou can hear at night is cars di rwmg ™

o, who works about 25 acres at 7525
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Trans) rlahon...‘lﬁer a long morning of harvesting, Oun szcrms boxes of
lettuce on his truck for transportation to market.
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Flood: Recent
growth avound the
O faxran fras
contribuled to
floading problems.

Planting: Ken One plants lettuce seed in the dark, rvich soil, The Onos have farmed here since the 1930s.

a I New homes slowly push up like weeds aronnd e Ono farm, bmrgmg
with them a change in the landscape of what was ence a riral farm conmmunity
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Ono farm

Family forced onto trains for of bargaining,”
internment in California Lﬂyﬂmﬁ'ﬂkh@wm
From Page D1 The Onos were transported to
War camp 35 miles south-
N.E. 18th St operates one of the  east of Klamath Falls, Ore.,
last small farms in the area. Tule Lake Project, a desolate,
Many people think Ono already  treeless area of northern Califor-
is;n‘upemu}!e.mwnﬂ: mu:.\ed::mumhwudn
al
sk him whrat kind of develop — At Tule Lake, the Onos were
ment is planned for hisland. [V'sa  given
shame, =ay, another piece ‘quarters and a map to the huge
rural Clark County gone. complex, more than 7,000 acres
Omo's uncle, Mojiro, started surrounded by barbed wire. A
cultivating the Ogden site inthe  coal stove next to their bunis
1930s. Ono's parents, Kay kept them warm. They shared a
Lilly, rented a small rocky lot in mess hall and totlets with several
Sifton and raised lettuce, They
bath did well enough. Moji The Onos don't like to talle
‘bought his 20 acres. Kay and Lilly  about their three years in the
were working to buy piece.  camp. “Those were tertible
But the Onos lost their claims days,” Lilly Ono sxys, shaking her
shortly after Dec. 7, 1941, when head and looking to the ground.
Japan Peari Ken Ono, who was a child at
Hzlrtdmdf:-‘nﬂmm the time, said he remembered
gered a mass the sand wies so soft that it was.
Japanese nationals and Japanese- to walk on. The armed
living on the West paced the com-
Coast. More than 100,000 Japan-  pound left him with a lasting im-
ese people, mchuding the Onos, “From a kid's point of
were forced o leave their homes.  view,” he said, “their pistols
“AJap'sajap " US Army Lt  seemed shout 2 feet long.”
Gen. L. DeWitt said at the time.. Ken Ono remembers his ad-
LI: Alon:imu m‘g:m‘m«e s
isan 2, WaS DO .
RESMIUl, RRLNODTIND  weuwelwedocs  eiwesp
change him.” o of Muratachose togotoalocal  cause he was outside the
e Camp, re-
m“mg:ﬁmﬁ Atits height, Tule Lakehad more 1o\ o kil himself. Hewas ~ fused to leave his truck. The pek
dren and another on the de Some peaple accepted the war found chutching a Certificate of vate pulled him cut, hit him with
T e feit  Honorary Citizenship granted the butt of hia rifte and shot him in
tm:“li' < &qh-:l - mdlnﬁ hirn July 4, 1941, which read: from a distance of
. i Aot ontere?Com(yprmnmm about 5 feet. Okamoto died.
beadRge on Marcti 3, 1943, read. /ity b e The private was brought before
mmm“m m'"“wqc‘fnwmw ofhnmramirtspmﬁar}mlrlu} a court martial two later
[mm'“"m'!"-mmm“; m“‘“’""‘.m al and splendid service to the but acquitted of the crime. Accord-
Caliornia. Their possessions, - when he was ordered to move out  SyenirY 0 the great World War, ing toreports, he was fned 1 for
3 } use of
cluding ail of their farm equip-, of his home. The veteran of gallantly took up its defense.” When the Onos were freed after
Internees sulfered many indig-  the war ended, the family re-
nities. Historical accounts tell of to Vancouver to find that
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Maojiro Ono's frm had been ig-

every sunny day in his felds.
When it rains, he works inside his
shap. Many of his days start be-
fore dawn. Many end after dusk.
He said farming can be a tough
business, but he emuyshemg his

ing, producing about 21,000 box-
5 of locherg lettuce a year, and
other vegetables such as cab-
bage, radizhes and 'zaf lettuce.

Barkdust U-haul & Delivered
Fir ® Hemlock * Cedar Chips

ing some of the people she was intermed with at the Tule Lake relocation center
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Back to worlc Lilly Ono prepares to head to the fields after lunch.

The crops are sold for about $6 &
box at lecal Fred Meyer stores
and wholesalers in Portland,

Ken Ono works on the farm
with his mother, Lilly; his wife of
mare than 25 years, Tomoko;
and oocasionally. his three grown
children, Robert, 26, a medical
researcher at Shriners Hospital
for Children in Portland, Ed-
ward, 24, a medical technology
student at University of Washing-
ton, and Laurie, 20, a music and
biology student at DePauw Uni-
versily in [ndiana.

Recently, someone drove a
pickup through a field and
ruined a couple of rows of let-
tuce. A thief broke into their
shed and took tools. Trespassers
often stomp through the proper-
ty, crushing seedlings.

Fleoding of Burnt Bridge
Creek seems to be getting worse
each year; three lettuce fields
were covered with water in Sep-
tember, destroying more than

530,000 wearth of crops.

Ken (s blames city of Van-
couver saf for poor creek main-
tenance amd urban development
of the cite

“The comdominiums to the east
are being built too close to the
property Zme, Ono said

Uno saws he expects come
plaints froem those bordering
condos because of the dust and
noise his Zarm creates. Tomoko
COno added, “But there’s nothing
we can da. That's our living.
Farms maske noise and dust.”

Most of the land is zoned for
high-densary living, but Ken Ono
“has never indicated to us that
he is in the least bit interested in
developing his property, said
Marc Vemeroso of the Vancouver
Manning Commission. “He says
he’s farmang, and that's what he
wanis o do. ... [t's penciling out
for him im the short term, but the
question = whether he will be
able to keep it up.”
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Bulk Garden Seed * Fertilizers

THRIFTY FEED & GARDEN
4207 5t. johns Rd. 695-7351 » §54-0241
MeF B3, Sat. 3.5, Opem Sundeys 192
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Gardeners!

Our greenhouses are ;md\t,d
with spring flowers and
beautiful hanging baskets

grown on-site!
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equipment
* Nitrous Oxide Gas
* Orthodontics
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We’re committed to providing
Personalized Gentle Dental Care

¢ Comfortable, modem facilities
* Latest techniques and

* Implants for missing teeth
* Early AM and evening hours

¥ control
OSHA standards
Mill Piain Medical Center
406 SE 131st Avenue
Suite 207, Vancouver v Kama Sanier
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loss program.

» Personalized diet based on
computerized analysis of
your body fat content and
metabolic rate.

+ Appropriate medications
whera .
“Phen/Fen”, Redux.

* Nutrition, education,
exercise and weight

our program.

* Physician supervised weight

maintenance are priorities in

Extanded Hours

Louise Geary M.D.
(360) 573-4939
13912 NE 20th Ave.




