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Clinton tells
activists to
pipe down

[ His first words drew
chants of 'no retreat’
from sign-waving,
affirnative action
activists

SACRAMENTO, Calill (AP) —
President Clinton told a Democratic
audience including many vocal
alfirmative setion activists on Sal-
urday that the party musl be sensi-
tive to grievances of “so-called
angry white males” and be pre-
pared to abandon minerity prefer-
ence programs that don't work.

Jumping into the battle for pub
lie opinion for the next 100 days,
Clinton gave the strongest defense
vet of his deciston o order a lop-lo-
bottom review of such programs —
already under fierce nssault from
the Republican majority in Con-
gress.

“We have Lo realize that there is
a real problem out there, We con'l
deny that,” Clinton said.

Clinton had been expected Lo
foeus his speech, Lo a meeting of the
state Democratic party, on a repeti-
tion of his problems with remaining
items in the GOP “Contract with

America,” and his vow to velo pro-
grams that make large cuts in edu-
cation, environmental and other
social programs.

He did that at first. But, confront-
ed with hundreds of activists in the
audience waving green signs pro-
claiming “No Retreat — Stand up
for Affirmative Action,” C!intun
1 d into an i
defense of his decision to review
allirmative action programs.

“We don't have to retreal from
these programs. ., But we do have to
agk ourselve: are they all work-
ing? Are they fair?

“This is psychologieally a difMi-
cult time for a lot of white males,
the so-ealled angry white males ..
most of them are working harder for
less money than they were making
15 years ago.”

His words at first drew chants of
“no retreat, no retreat” from the
sign-waving activists,

“Don't seream, lets talk,” he said
al one poink “That's just whal they
want us 1o do, They want to get this
country into a sereaming mateh. .
We have Lo lower our voiee

As he spoke on, making his case,

Please see Clinton, Page A12

County reports 2nd
meningococcal case

HILLSBORO, Ore. (AP) — A sec-
ond meningocoeeal infection case
reported in Washington County
within a week is an isolated case
and few people are ot risk of devel
-m‘ning meningitis, a

nees \\ht‘l e peaple get
are really very rare,”
saidl Dr. Alan L. Melnick, the county
health officer. “Although we may be
alittle ahead of last year, we are nol
in the middle of an epidemic here.”
Five cases of meningococcal dis-
euse have been reporled in Wash-
Ingten County this year, The county
had 14 cases last year, up from
seven in 1993 and [ive in 1882,
Statewide. the illness has

=

relurned Lo levels nol seen sinee
the 15405, with more than 35 cases
and al least three deaths reporied
thiz vear, The last death was a 17-
ye Id Reynolds High School stu-
dent in March,

The latest Washinglon County
cage, dingnosed Tuesday, invalved a
17-year-old Beaverton High School
girl who had the meningococcal
baecterium in her blood,

The case was not technically
meningitis, Melnick said, because
the bacteria was nol found in her
spinal Auid.

However, James “Seotty” Neil, &,
of Tigard, who become ill Monday,
did have full-blown meningococeal
disease.

Zoo hails 1st giraffe birth in 16 years

PORTLAND (AP) — The first
baby girafle born at the Wast

up and walking within 34 minules
after seven

Park Zoo in the past 16 years need-
ed only about half an hour to learn
towalk.

But the birth took more than five
hours as the babys long neck and
nose appeared about an inch at a
time, according to zov spok

The calf was born at 1135 pom,
Friday.

The mother, Johari, stands 13
foot tall and weighs 1,700 pounds.
Father Akeem is more than 16 feet
tall and weighs 2200 pounds,

Normal ion for giraffes is

Steve Cohen,
The 150-pound female call was

between 420 and 450 days. The baby
was born after 445 days.

‘It’s going to be a long trip’

RAND CANYON, Ariz. — Dan Mack pulled at his

sticky white T-shirt, peeling it from his damp lower back. Choosing
one out of a fine selection of pointy rocks, the 46-year-old sat down
about a quarter-mile helow the south rim of the Grand Canyon and
agam a:ked hlmself why he was doing this.

nk rubs !Mlonon his
blistered leg.

Story by Brett

Mack tightened a strap on his right prosthetic leg
and then removed the left one before staving through
unseeing eves down Bright Angel Trail. His large hands
rubbed diaper-rash lotion on a blistering stub,

It feels like o nail is being driven inte my knee," he
said.

As redness from exertion and a skin-baking sun
began to color his flesh, he muttered, “Its going to be a
long trip.”

It already had been.

Alter taking a Right to Las Vegas and being driven to
the Grand Canyon a week ago, the Camas resident was
trying to finish a Journey he had started many years
before,

Surviving a kidney transplant and missing his legs,
evesight and most of his hearing due to diabetes, Mack
has always prevailed over his afMlictions by believing in
himself. This time would be no different, he vowed,

On this unseasonably warm Monday alternoon, he
put his ttanium leg back on, grabbed the arms of bis
companions and continued down a path he had been

Dan Mack’s
journey of determination

visualizing for more than 14 years.

“I'm hendicapped, I've got problems, but 1 can
accept it,” Mack said. “I want to show people that they
ean overcome anything, no matter how bad things may
seem.”

Mack was visiting the canyon 1o prove that point. He
wasn'L going to let a little discomfort or even throbbing
pain stop him,

He pledged to march the perilously rough trail lo
Indian Garden, an oasis of green trees and cold water
nearly 4,000 feel below the rim of the canyon. The path,
zigrageing over some nine miles of rugged terrain, 1§
Inbeled “very strensous” — the most difficult rating —
even Lo hikers in good physieal condition, according lo
the National Park Service. During a three-vear period,
more than 700 visitors eouldn’t make it back to the rim
from the Bright Angel and Kaibab trails. They had o
call park rangers for help.

Mack wasn't going to call the rangers, he said. Ho
wasn't going to fail.

“We've had people hike on prosthetic limbs, and
we've had blind people hike it before," said Maureen
Oltrogge, a National Park Service spokeswoman. “With
both? Not to my knowledge. That's a terribly unfortu-
nale condition, but what an amazing thing to do. He
must be a pretty remarkable person,”

Please see Mack, Page A7

Oppegaard and photos by Troy Wayrynen of The Columbian

McNamara: ‘We were terribly wrong’ about Vietham

In his soon-to-be
published memoirs,
former defense
secretary breaks 25
years of silence

NEW YORK (AP} — As defense
secretary for two presidents — one
of John F. Kennedy's “best and
brightest” — Robert McNamara

helped draw the Uniled States
deeply into the Vietnam War.

Now he admits: “We were Lerri-
bly wrong."

With the upcoming release of his
memoirs, MeNamara is breaking his
quartercentury public silence on
the war that lefl 568,000 Americans
dead and bitterly divided the coun-
try — a eonflict, he notes ruefully,
that some called “MeNamara's

War.”
The memeirs of other olficials,

how dissension grew (n the Johnson
White House over \*leLnum poliey

along with declassified d
and other reports, have described

[J An Associated Press
correspondent ramembars
the fall of Saigon

Page B1

as the war
McNamara, whose internal eriti-
elsm led Johnson to replace him in
1968, is the highest-ranking former
U.S. official to say publicly and
unequivocally that pursuing the
war was a mistake.
“We of the Kennedy and Johnson
ions acted ing to

what we thought were the prinei-
ples and traditions of our country.
But we were wrong We were lerri-
bly wrong,” the Th-year-old MeNa-
mara told the AP Radio Network's
“Newsweek on Air" program.

“We were just wrong, both mili-
tary leaders and elvilian leaders, in
failing te recognize the nature of
the conflict and failing o recognize
early on that the sirategy we were

following would not accomplish our
objective,” McNamara s

MeNamara's book
spect: The Tragedy and Lessons of
Vietnam™ (Times Rooks), is due out
this week. The April 17 Newsweek,
on newsstands Monday, has
excerpts.

MeNamara writes that he and

Please see Memoirs, Paga A12
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Restless nights
Early Monday marning, Sue -:J

-- Mack stood in darkness under the
.., cover of 3 hotel walkway, smoking
... and pacing, pacing and smoking
t,.  Acold wind bit into her cheeks,
-- but ghe wasn't ready to go back to
bed. Afraid and unable to sleep, she
.+ knew her mervousness would bother
« Dan.
Unbeknownst to her, her hus-
., band was just as restless. He hadat
.. Slept well for several nights, and it
.. had been especially tough the
evening before his hike. -
Within hours. the Camas couple
and a handlul of companions would
w. be climbing down one of the Seven
tural Wonders of the World.
Ex An unforgiving, twisted trail
" awaited them.

Hiking Bright Angel
.. Dan did see the canyon onee in
1981, before he lost his sight Even
then. he wanted to be on this path.
inside these walls.
Naused. which later turned out
be kidney failure, kept him from
exploring the ares on that first visit.
“I would take out my guitar. sit
on a rock and watch the sunset over
the railing.” he said. “I always want-
e 1o s the rest of iL”
. A year later, he was blind.
H Now he was less than an hour —
1 and more than 1.5 miles — down the
Girand Canyon, He picked up the
scent of a mule train moments
before hearing their hooves clap-
ing
"P- “It feels just like I remember,”
:stald “The air i fresh. | can pic-

.

b
He smiled broadly. even though  Soure BRETT OFPEGAMAD PHIET LLICHG/The Cabumbian
= s legs were starting 1o drag.
- At the three-mile point, the drag-  left for flashlights. you out if we have to.”
- wing had tumed to stumbling Dan Sue and Jon's girifriend. Sandra No response.

= was kicking nearly every rock and
= drainage log in the trail. His com-
= panions. who walked alongside
_.gmdmg him. were being pushed
= into rocks. Omee, his son. Jon. fell.

. "Dimhumhkzheil Sue whis-

-- H Al!tr collapsing near the second
= rest area, Dan recalled, “In Alaska,
-Ibefurl' my health [ailed). | could
= = throw an 80-pound pack on my baek
= and hike 20 miles. No problem.
: 2 “These legs have no push It's all
= with the hips and the upper body.
= I'm basically pulling myseif.”
=-‘ Dan's face had become a gri-
- mace. Hiseyes fixed straight ahead.
: “What do you guys think®” he
asked. “Three miles is pretty good
Not what I wanted, but aot bad
. either”
No one responded. Only Dan
1 could make this choice.

The silence was interrupted by a. .

¢ long-haired man moving up the

Schaad, took over as guides and the
climb continued.

Jon was back with the group by
540 p.mu still more than an hour
away from the 1.3-mile marker.

Sue took the ehildren — the
Macks’ 12-yearold daughter. Fawn,
and ber frend, Kendra McCallister
— to the wp. She had no choice.
They were hungry and tired. .

“If be Falls. it will be my fault.”
Sue said as she was leaving "'l
never forgive myself

“All the way up, we were com-
plaining abowt how bad we hurt”
Sue said later. “Then we'd stop and.
say, ‘Dan's hurting a lot worse than
weare "

By 651 p.m. it was dark, and the
roup was alone in the canyon.

Hours p as Dan shufMed
wlong under & star-stuffed sky.
Around % p.m., pressure on & nerve
oear his-kneecap became unbear-
able. Dan sat for several minutes

“C'mon. saly 15 more feet We'll.

take it 1A feet at a ime. " Jon said,

Dan slowly picked himsell up
and followad his son's advice.

They reached the tap at 10:33
pm

After more than 13 hours in the
canyon. Dan. Jon and Sandra
emerged under a lone parking lot
light Sue ran over with a tray of hot
chocolate and coflee. The girls were
sleeping in the car.

“I'm so proud of vou.” Sue said
before kissing and hugging Dan,

“I'm totally drained.” Dan
responded as he closed his eyes for
the first time, released a huge
breath of air and collapsed in the
froat seat of his rented minivan,

“That was great.” he said. “But [
have a big problem now. [ can't
think of anything o top this”

[ one step st a time: More

L trail without sayimg a word, pictures from Dan Mack's -

E “How much longer until the gar “I'd tike lo keep going. but my trek down the canyon, ¥

| den? Dan asked. body wanis 10 stop,” he said. Page €1
“Not far at all.” he responded.

“Maybe 30 minutes. There's cold
. waler there.”
The man glanced at Dan's legs,
smiiled and said. *Yowcan make it"
. That was all Dan needed.
3 “I'm not going to get any bptter,™
. he said after the man passed. “Lat's
B i
Dan stood up and started walk-
g The group reached Lthe 4.6-mile
+ tumarcund at 12:13 pm. Afler eal
. ing lunch, the climb to the canyon
- rim began.

Going up
Even though it was obvious Dan

: was suffering again, he remained Heating, Inc. TODAY far complete
somewhat oblivious o the pain. As
his prunia bocame progressively f| OSEEIS. 892.9542
. louder and mere frequent, his jokes METFAB
became sharper. e L e
O the way down. he had walked HEATING, INC.  emnilitiiams

© about 25 minutes for every five-
+ minute break Going up, the Ume
+ between rests began to decline —15
© minutes of effort, 15 minutes of rest

More than 40 people passed by as
¢ Dan struggled upward: most gave
encouragement and shook their
heads in distrelbef.

At the three-mile marker, Jon

- Forest panel to

Jon said, “Cmon Pop, we'll drag
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24 Roll Advantage Pack

FIRST TWO
PLEASE

- DAVE'S THRIFTWAY
3200 NE 52nd Street, Vancouver, WA
2 . LB “ L e, 0 TN
* DANIELSON'S. THR‘FTWAY
Communicate with the world about virtually any subject | Orchards, Evergreen' camas and washougal
IFul Zhr/ dary Shed occess ior only $50.00 per year ® Don't be left without infernet Access ) A ("_J

———— I(AIIFFMAN THRIFTWAY

65 Lines and Growing * All Lines are 14.4kbps and some 28.8kbps |
Usenet News @ internet E-Mail » FTP » Telnet * Gopher » Ar\:hie! 900 W. Fourth Plain Blvd., Vancouver, WA
[WWW » MUDs * Personal WWW Pages « FTP Dropboxes ¢ UIC » WAIS|

rlw « Tak « RC +5uP  T1 « PPP « No Downlood Limits|

. meet April 20
A new advisory commiltee

»"I
| p acifier
charged with overseeing President

. Clinton's forest plan in Seuthwest I “TE RN E' ACC Ess

|
| Washington begins work April 20, | . .
The committee’s first meeting ||-D‘Cnl VANCOUVER DJulup 7 DO‘; FREE THOI
slarts &t B am, at the Kelso- | e e
Longview Red Lien Inn, 510 Kelso
. Drive, Kelso.

Mast of the dayiong session will
be spent reviewing the plan and the
provess required to earry it out. The
public will have a chance to com-
ment before the meeting ends at

¢+ 430 pm.

The 2&-member commitlee com-
prises citizens representing special
imterests and officials from local.

' stale, federal and tribal govern-

fGel online o the Infor Super Highway with Pacifier! |

m‘";:i information about the com- —————— =
e To Register Call (206) 693-0325 - Modem Thank You for your P"'tronﬂge Thriftway

1(206] 6932116 - Voice ¢ Internet. occount@pacifier.com!
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Mack Is helpad
by his son, Jon,
and Schand as
the thrao hike
by flashlight on
the Bright Angel
Trail. The trip
ended in the
dark after more
| than 13 hours

l on the trail.

lind, half-deaf and
B missing both legs,

Camas resident Dan
Mack took on the Grand
Canyon.

His goal: to walk the
Bright Angel Trail from the
south rim to Indian Gar-
den, more than nine miles.

Did he make it? Read
The Columbian's report,
Page Al

In the heat of the desert sun, Dan Mack is helped by his son, Jon, and his son's girifriend, Sandra sﬂuhud!
after losing his balance on a Grand Canyon trall,

(Abova) The Grand I
Canyon's walls dwarf the [}
trio of Dan Mack, Schaad [B8
and Sue Mack ns they
continue down the trail.
Several people passed
Dan during his hike, and
their comments ranged
from "We'ro praying for
you" to “There's a lot of
poople a lot younger
with two legs that can't
make this hike."

Hit:hlng a ride: Mack rests on a rock ulnniuldl
the trall as a mule rider passes.

“You got any empty ones?”
“Nope. Somry."”
“Well, at least | won't have
saddle sores.”
- Dan Mack, - ; : ta g
talking to a mule-train driver Mack adjusts his leg sock during a donated by the Oregon Artificial Limb
Photos by break with Schaad, center, and hla wife, Co. Other donations helped make the
Troy Wayrynen Sue. Mack's prosthetic lngs, made of trip possible for Mack, who lives on dis.
of The Celumblian titanium and weorth $18,000, were abllity. Sue works ns a housekeeper.
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