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UW studies

mercury
fillings

cientists for decades have been
ehating the safety of dental fill
ings conlaining mercury, Now
the University of Washington is em-
barking on a study researchers hope
will settle the controversy once and
for all, at least as far as children are

concerned.

‘With a $4.1 million grant from the
Mational Institute of Dental Re-
search, the UW and the University
of Lisbon In Portugal will test 500
children in Lishon,

“This study is designed to settle
the controversy over whether the
most commonly used dental materi-
al in the world, mercury amalgam,
has even subtle health effects associ-
ated with its use in children,” said
principal investigator Timothy DeR-
ouen, chalrman of Dlental Public
Health Sciences and professor of
‘biostatistics al the T'W.

Amalgam flings, commonly
called silver amalgam fillings be-
cause of their color, have been a ma-
jor part of dentisiry for 150 years,
Mercury comprises about half an
amalgam flling.

Silver makes up 35 percent, and
tin, copper and zinc the rest. About
100 millien people in the United
States have amalgam Gllings.

Some studies have sugg!:s[cd Gl
ings containing mercury are gradu-
ally poisoning people, causing a
range of ailments from mild skin
conditions 1o debil
cular diseases.

Reports from the U.S. Public
Health Service and the Food and
Drug Administration have found no
reliable evidence of harmful effects
from fillings, but officials in those
agencies have sald more research is
necessary to book at Jong-term bio-
lopical effects.

“Because there has been alack of
clear and consistently demonstrated
health effects, dental amalgams are
assumed to be safe; however, this
safety issue continues to he hotly de-
bated,” DeRouen said.

The UW and University of Lisbon
study will center on students be-
tween the ages of & and 12 enrofled
in a Lisbon school system that
serves disadvantaged children.

‘The children haven't been ex-
posed to levels of mercury or lead
that might interfere with study re-
sults, and they need major dental
‘care than can be tracked easily dur
mg the study period.

U'W experts in dentistry, toxicolo-
£y, biostatistics, oral medicine, neu-
rology and d:pldc:mu]omf will grive
the children behavioral and neuro-
logical tests before and after dental
treatment. Some of the children will
receive mercury amalgam fillings
and some won't.

Mary Ann Newell of Vancouver,
subject of a Sept. 18 Columbian sto-
ry about amalgam fillings, had 11 il
ings containing mercury remaoved
after experiencing sore teeth, a con-
stant sore throat, and pain on the
right side of her face.

he says she feels much better
now. Her physician, Dr. I. Stephen
Schaub of Portand, said her symp-
toms likely were caused by mercury
poisoning from dental Allings.

By BRETT OPPEGAARD
Colwmbian staff weiter

OUNT HOOD, Ore.—
The telephone interrupts
Peter Byrne in midsen-
tence, and he pounces on it
before the first ring ends.
Snatching the receiver
from its rest, Byrne holds it to his
chest, shrugs and says, “Who
knows? This might be the one.”
‘The one is a person who can
wive Byrne the clue he needs to
find a Bigfoot — either the mest
elusive creature in human con-
sciousness or a worldwide hoax.
Byrne used to hunt big game in
Mepal and India. Now 70, he still
dresses the part with a safari hat
and silk ascot. He says he has
spent much of the past 35 years.
looking for this big-footed crea-
ture, He has a national toll-free
number, BIGFOOT. He hasa
staff of three full-time employees
and a private office just off the
main road here, Investors have giv-
en him hundreds of thousands of
dollars in equipment and funding.
Yet Byrne acknowledges he
has never seen a Bigfoot, or
Sasquatch, nor found any
irrefutable evidence of
their existence.
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Bigfoot hunter: Irishman Peter Byrne traded big game hunting in Nepal and India for rkeﬁ_muf of Bij
leads a large team of paid and volunteer investigators from his Mowunt Hood, Ore., wﬁce
1997, Byrne says he hopes to receive an extension from the acadenty when .’usgmten

Peter Byrneis
determined to
Jfind the
mysterious
- Northwest
. creaturewho
remains

footloose

‘That is why each phone call 1o his
Bigfoot Research Project is so im-
portant. It could be the hint, how-
ever subile, that will lead him to
the biggest game of all. A date, a
time, a location. Any detail that

nnded by

The phum- rings ae‘mn

“Bigfoot’s in my pants.”

Byrne slams the phone down
and scowls. His toll-free number
Bets a8 many as 3,000 calls a
month from all over, he says. To
prove it, he offers an inch-thick
phane bill. Some are legitimate
sightings, he says. Most are
pranks. But he doesa't turn the
ringer off. He doesn't turn on the
answering machine. He does not
want to miss the call, even though
he knows he may never get it

Grant ends in'97

Byrne also may be running cut
of time. He has received a fiveyear
grant from The Academy of Ap-
plied Science, a private group of
researchers in Boston that is dedi-
cated to fonal research

Byrne could plug into an
computer database, then crank out
the read map to his catch.

“The Bigfoot Research Project,
iy 1 help you?”

The teen-age voice on the other
end of the line gigeles and says
“Bigfool's in my backyard.”

Byrne hangs up. Alas, it’
another prank. .

“The phone rings again.
“Bigfoot’s Inmy house.”
Byrne hangs up.

just

pursuits. The grant ends in An-
gust. Byrne says he hopes for an
extension.

Bigfoot research doesn't develop
into a discovery overnight, he
says. These creatures have avoid-
ed humans for a long tme,

Many of the. PacLﬁc Morthwest's
Indians have age-old legends that
speak of a tribe of large, hairy
beasts that inhabit the mo 3
and forests. Norseman Leif Erics

in f.hePulﬁrNarfkmr Henew -
eAmdeyqupmedSﬂwueuxﬂAagm

b sleuth:

rae fas d with care
the 1967 Fatterson film, which shous a female
Bigfoot walking from the camera’s view Here, lte
shows the Bluff Creek, Calif., scene with a man
roughly 6 feet tail and 160 porunds where the
creature stood.

son and his band of explorers not-
ed strange creatures roaming the
woods of the New World, He de-
scribed them as “horribly ugly,
hairy and dark, with big 'hback
eyes.”

Simnilar printed testimony has
been found as early as 1785, when
a paper that became The London
‘Times published “There is lately
arrived in France from Americaa

BIGFOOT/ please see €2

Tall and meaty, Bigfoot lumbers around

& General habits: Nomadic and nocturnal,
with dwﬁmeacﬁvil:);ﬁhrwbm disturbed. gliding.

cwtwhen injured ar threaten

ex-

walks, which gives an impression that it's

] M!: Superb, with some evidence
supporhlm night vislon.

She said she doesn’t see why the characteristics: Face frequent- Exceptionally acute.
UW needs to do the $4.1 million lydcscn'bod as apelike m&labmasl_ﬂa lsmdl: Highly developed.
study. Other studies point to the tox- nose and alipless mouth. Head point- & Eating habits: Omnivorous.
icity of amalgam fillings, she said. ed with a sloping forehead covered ® Sounds: Reports have been made o[
Furthermore, Sweden, Austria by hair, including bangs. Arms strange whistles and shrieks,
and Germany already restrict the longer than a human. Short neck @ Life span: Unknown.
use of fllings containing mercury . and high shoulders. !Mwﬁmmu Unknown
for environmental and health rea- kL . | Helght: Mature adulis range Most commeon in Washington,
s0n5. from 6 feet to 9 feet tall. ﬂrqgrm British Columbia, Northern Catifor- sounds that
In Sweden, dentists no longer put & Weight: Estimates renge from 300 to 00 nia, Florida and areasamuud the Great researchars claim
the fillings in children, pounds. Lakes. : ¢ may be Bigloot
Health Canada, that country’s fed- | Coloration: Dark skin covered with hair @ Foot size: Ranges from 12 to 22 inchesin caught on tape,
eral health department, recommend- that has been reported as black, beige, white - length, most commonly 14 to 18 inches, and call Infodine al
ed in August that dental fllings with and reddish brown. usually ahout 7 inches wide, m-eono
mercury be avoided in children with @ Strength: Much stronger than humans. B Governmedt : Since 1969, it has exdension 1684,
baby teeth, pregnant women and pa- - B Movement: Erect, or slightly stooped, Bc:n against the law to kill a Bigfoot inside
nmrswlthlnd.ncy problems. idence ufmcquadnmcdal]ocmo- Skamania County lines.
on with other large primates. Legs m Generally accepled scientific evidence of
st e 3 I’ pletely straighten as creature the species: None.
BOB Slssomommm.,wne \

Columbdian. Hiz eolinn appears kere
enery other wed;'z.;'n reach him, call
i
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DISCOVERY

Bigfoot BIGFOOT BUSTERS
T = Bigloot Resaarch Project, Mount
Yakima man came across Hood, Ore., is 2 Pater Byrme-ed team
Bigfoot, captured it on film ummwmxn
o prove
From Page C1 mustence of a lame, hairy, bipadal
Pomined he
it whovescoghinne | TSRSt
woods, ... by a party of Indians; Tur¥ing comes from the Academy of
they had seen him several Applied Science in Boston, an
times, but he was so swift of foot nstituion that iso has ted 1o prove
that they could by no means get hata ¢ b ke & e oF
up with him. He is near 7 feet Loch Ness, Seott
high, covered with hair, but has
little appearance of understand- ® Call the ressarch project at (00}
ing and is remarkably sullen BiG-FOOT
and untractable. When he was Western Bigioot Society,
taken, half a bear was found ly- mﬁ.wawmhm
ing by i, which he Rad ak | s iy Crove re sty
BEZ
Hundreds of reports deemed | o e orkstom 2t
credible by Bigfoot enthusiasts private museurn of Bighoot
have been made since. ‘and evidencs there,
Fur trader David Thompson Crowe says the which
diaries 52y3 e group, meets
r’“ﬁmﬂuﬂmm:'gm and publishes a newsletier just about
Ol
inclrwide tracks near where morthl, has more then 00 members  Candid camera: Peter Byrne’s
The Dalles, Ore.. is today. The. s, Mount Hood. Sensors activate the system whes any moving
Indian party be was with said - = Call Crows af (503) 206-6585. xbm“mﬁﬂmﬂ&mmﬁ‘?ﬂ
they were made by a mammoth, .rkccu.tsrq(ﬁ:m -
an Indian name still used to de-
scribe Bigfool. had described it. The area took
Another seuler, Elkanah Wallk-  on the name “Ape Canyon.”
er, wrote in an 1840 letter that the: “From 100 years ago, from 200
Spokane Indians “believe in the years ago, all the people describe
existence of a race of giants the same thing,” Bigfoot hunter
which inhabit a certain mountain,  Byrne says. *1 find that fascinat-
uff to the west of us. ... They hunt
anddoanmmworkmman@ﬂ. Yet no bodies have been found.
say their track lsafoot  Ne confirmed hair samplea, No
and a half long. ... They scat. N o atall
chommllmmg:tﬂmdalul - acceptable to the scientific com-
their salmon from their nets and
cat them raw. [f the people are Orften the people who make
awake, they abways know when these are odd mountain
mcyaremmmgvmntmbydm men or drunken hunters, Bigfoot
smell which is mmm‘uoiuabk buifs acknowledge. Many reports.
In 1884, railroad workers "have proven false, making the
British Columbia mporred]yup creahure’s existence even more
twred one of these mysterious
creatures. They called it “Jacko® But Byrne points out that 73
and caged him for a circus atirac-  aircraft have been lost in the Pa- 2 professor G rantz the Byn
ton, An article in the Daily ific Northwest forests since :a;:.kz Hrin mcmgk han::;eﬁm d::,ﬂ ME! -
Colonist reported, “Jacko ... is Warld War I1. Finding a Bigfootin - ¢ and o biopsy dart, mmm,‘mﬂm f,“*,
::mdam: ab‘:t:‘: ket ol e huy‘sl:cjnm;e gl E Rt i xract od andtisue Samplas. ok v 1t ol full
height and hing 127 pounds.  the needle is moving and doesnt ot — lequing the creature virtually unharmed and able to escape.
He has long, black. strong want to be found.
and resembles a human being He also mentions the fshing five hours a night working on why 2 hoaxer would make his con
with one exception — his entire boat that caught a coelacanth off  leads, watching video tapes, look-  job more difcult by creating
body, excepting his hands and the shores of South Africa in ing at old reports. huge breasts on the creatu
feet are covered with a glossy 1934, That lobe-finned fish, now T et Bigloot burnout every “H it i a fake,” he said ne
‘hair about 1 inch leng.” dubbed the "living fossil,” was vear,” he said, “But then [ watch credibly sophesticated. ... Sull,
The article went on to say that  thought to be extinct for 70 mil that film again, and off 1 go.” that's mmpku:]y unan«‘ptab]c [
Jacko was much strongerthana  lion years. Lund and others who have scientists.”
human, seemed reticent since his Soow leopards, Panda bears, studied the Glm say the moves S0 Byrne kas set out o once
capture and didn't talk. "only oc-  mwountain gorillas and many other  ment of the female Bigfoot, its and for all prove Bigfoot's exis-
casionally uttering a noise which  of teday's mammals were un- muscle bulges and twinges, its tence.
is half bark and half growl.” known or considered myths 150 mannerisms, its stride, its finger- The Irishnzan has an on-call
A few days after his capture, years ago. Bigfoot may join that nails, its perfect proportions, team that mcedes 65 volunicers,
Jacko escaped from his cage dur-  list some day, Byrne says, with vould not have been faked. Ray parssibly the best tracker in the
ing the night and disappeared. Crowe, who runs the 300-men- country and wo helicopters with

In 1924, some prospeclors near
Kelso reportedly ran into the
*mountain devils® while inspect-
ing a claim on a branch of the
Lewis River, about eight miles
from Spirit Lake. The men said
they saw four huge animals,
which were about 7 feet tall and
00 pounds, walking erect. They
fired at the animals, knocking one
from a cliff into a ravine and scar-
ing the others away.
Rain of rocks

That night, the animals born-
harded the prospectors’ cabin
with a shower of rocks as heavy
s M pounds, It caved the build-
ing in and knocked one of the
men unconscious for two hours,
A search party later found the
cithin destroyed just as the men

help from an ex-rodeo rider from
Yakima,

Caught on film

On Oct. 20, 1967, the Yakima
man, Roger Patterson, ro
portedly stumbled onto a female
Bigfoot as she walked across a
sand bar in Bluff Creek. Calif. He
was toased from his horse, but re-
covered in time to pull out a
movie camera and shoot about a
minute of film. That film. which
shows a hairy figure rapidly mow-
ing out of camera range, is the
most accepted — yet also most
debated — piece of evidence Big-
fowst believers have.

Larry Lund, a Bigfoot investiga
tor who lives in Vancouver, says
the Patterson film has kept him in
pursuit of the creature for the
past 30 years. He spends about

ber Western Bigfoot Society oul
of his Portland bookstore, points
tuit that the technology to make
saach & hoax just wasn'tavailable
then. Special effects crews from
[Hsney and Universal studios
who have examined the film
agree.

Byrne says, with all of his years
of study in the Geld, the Patterson
film s4fl is one of the biest pieces
of evidence that Bigfool believers
Possess.

Hyrne brings oul 2 stack of pic-
tures he took at the Patterson
seene with a roughly Sfoot-all,
ltkpound human placed in the
sme spot as the female Bigfoot
His caboulaions put the creature
at about 7-foot-3 and 400 pounds.
He ponders how a man in a goril-
ta suit that large could Move 36

infrared sensoes. Each sighting
Byrne determines is legitimate —
through personal interviews
visits and a H¥-question survey
— is then entered into a FBI com-
puter tracking systerm. which
tries to establsh a ime or date
pattern. He has loggred 101 en-
tries so fr. mostly from the Pacit
ic Northwest

“I could be amywhere in the
wurkd,” he sars. “[1] didu’t think
there was something o there., |
wouldn't be here. There is oo
much evidence. Lo many sane
peophe who have seen something
— and who have seen the sune
thing — for this just 1o be myth or
‘hallucination.”

Fiekd Direcsor Tod Deery, wha
‘has a bachebor's degree in civil
engineenng. says, * was a

He rh Iy asks

dous skeptic of this u
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group spent move than $100,000 to have a video surveillance system built and set up = the forests around
mumai’mgrmn enters the designated area. So far, it has picked
rector Tod Deery can be seen as the smaall vertical shape in

TN TI

base of sighfings mw-mu
mmmwmun

uw’nm’ﬂn—ll:hn. fists many
of the Bigioot researchers and
Bigfool societies in the United
wtate-s and gives their
I Blgfm Ficld Re-
rchers’ Resources,

por

includes a geographical dats-

Zrst, and 1 sull think there is a 10
sercent chance that there aren't

s of this part of the country,
I Zunk it's plaesible that a aon-
G E‘Rﬁiﬁt’d. landdwelling life form
s

Byrne recesiiv bought and in-
<atier] a custommade, $150,000
ance sdem on Mount

h o1 Station con-

uud 1o the svstem costs anoth-

w41 has sdher expensive

. including mght visien gog-
vithe camerss and a biodart
. which will take a lissue sam-
lmm an araml yet leave it un-
ned.

et some conpetitors in the
still call Byrne a con man or
saud,

fohe Green, sne of Byrne's for-

i 0 i

gloathiml. instroc- -
tions on how 1o spot a hoax, 3
wm imto peroentages of
Bigfoot foot sizes. 15 to. 16
inches most common, & breale-
down into percentages of
height, moss ikely 7 to 8 feet .
tall, and mesy stocles of en-

COuUniers.. . £
® Ben S Soesch's On-Line
Cryptosvolesgy Archives,

o .

mer colleagmes, even went as far
as o say The Bigfoot Research
Project "has nothing to do with
Higfoot. The whole game is mon-
ey and notoesety for Peter Byrne.
The Sasquanch part is a joke.”

Crowe of ghe Western Bigfoot
Society says Green and other
Hyrne detractors just are jealous,

“Prter has an elaborate setup
with plenty e funding, and they
don't. It's thae simple.” Crowe
saidd. “Peter Bas helped an awful
lot of people get started looking
for Biggfoot. aod b goes out of his
way to help chem as they contin-
we along.”

Byrne saws he doesn't concern
himself with hus critics. He knows
what will silemce them.

Then Byrme politely excuses
himself. He Bas a lot of work to
o, he explams.

His telephwame is ringing.

NASA returning to Mars in force

By MARCIA DUNN

Planet

Total Mars Observer mission

Associsted Press writer

CAFE CANAVERAL, Fla. —
Three years after the Mars Ob-

right things, figure out how 1o
o to Mars with people for a res
sonable price and a reasonable
amount of time, we figure out
how people can live and work
safely and efficiently in space,
we figure out how to work this
un an international basis and we

establish real scientific poten-
tial, economic potential for go-
ing,” then the project will work,
he says,

server vanished into thinnest The bottom line is money.
space, NASA is returning to the “We can have all the talk in the
? . " :,ed Planet in {sz]ﬂd about going to Mars,”
There's a jokel ree: 10 probes din says. “But in my mind,
be launched in  there is only one issue: What is
aboutthe greall 10 years, begin- the NASA budget going o be?~
gﬂm m‘ ning this week whose budget keeps
sits out with the Mars shrinking, could lsunch a robot
that Global aanu-ynr.f Lc enc‘a;[::non m:m: to bring
Should most o ack Martian dirt and rocks —
there between these orbiters, a prerequisite (o a human expe-
the asteroid rovers and robots mwuﬁ—,—umnmg.rmm
succeed, humans  ing is forthcoming, Goldin says.
beftand Mars || Tt T O ervise, expect to wait untl
because the the second 2005,
= decade of the  Scientists have been pushing
. Russians have next century, 1o move up the excavation mis
lost a lot of says NASA Ad-  sion since NASAs announce-
ministrator mentinAugustof a Mars mete-
spacecraft nm!ql.eé Gokh.;.u orite with supposed evidence of
“l dont think primitive life. Last week, British
M we've there's any prob-  scientists who tested the same
lost a couple Em with going,” ;nsheﬂnte and a second one bik
" I SAYS, ions of years younger an-
M But Goldin - nounced they, too, had found
ILI RTIS CLEVEN adds a whopplng organic
SaNNH mapager jor STl Hut first things first
furs Futhfinder fact: Early this month, ¥ASA
“lfwedoallthe launched the Mars Global Sur-

veyor on an unmanned rocket
It's comprised mostly of lefi-
over parts from Mars Observer,
whose mission came to an
abrupt end in August 1993 when
NASA lost contact with the
spacecraft just three days be-
fore it was to arrive at the Red

Mo one ever figured out what
happened. The chiel suspect,
however, was the propulsion
system, and NASA has devised
adifferent type of propulsion for
rh-» smaller. lighter and cheaper

Global Surveyor.

“I smsess you could say there's
some  apprehension,”  says
Glenn Cunningham, project
manager for both spacecraft
“But we've gune to extraordi-
nary means to make sure that
everything that was possibly
considered in the Mars Observ-
er failure has been corrected
here.”

[twill take Global Surveyor 10
months to reach Mars, then five
mure for the spacecraft to drop
into and fine-tune a circular, 215
mide-high orbit around the plan-
el Assuming all goes well. by
March 1998 the spacecraft will
begin 637 days of mapping —
that's 687 Earth days, or a full
Martian year.

Planning way out

By analyzing heat and radia-
tion on the Martian surface
from orbit, the Global Surveyor
should uncover pockets of car-
bonate minerals. the most likely
source of any past o present e
and thus a pnme spot for sam-
ple-retern issions.

Tutal mizsion cost: 3230 mil
lion.

cost: 3580 million.

It bms 80 percent of the s
ence of the Mars Observer
oneparter the cost,” Goldin
hoasts.

Total cost of the subsequent
Mars Pathfinder mission, which
will sewd a rover to explore the
Martia surface: 5263 million.

That bunch is set for Dec. 2
with a July 4, 1997, landing.
will be the first spacecraft 1o
land oa Mars since the twin
Vikings in 1976,

Thraagh the year 205 NASA
will bnsmch a relatively inexpes-
sive pair of probes to Mars
every % moenths — the period
when Earth and Mars are best

shetchy for the
missices bevond LH9H, bul aif
cials s one thing is cortain
there will he no more budges-
busting projects like the Mars
Observer.

Husa also plans Mars mis-
sions, heginning with the N
16 launch of Mars 96, which in-
cludes an orbiter, two lainders
and w0 soilpenetratiog de
VIOEs

“This gives us the opportuny
ty to neally push the limi”
Croldin says.

“Instead of one very lane
spacecraft which we must count
wn 1o seceed, we've given our-
sehves same opparTunily 1o have
{aifere 2o still @et an cnormoss

The search for life on Mars

The Patdfinder will
e s The. 2
anal will kandl July
A1 g ow il
i e
nrgeere, (e
riace and U
mpeatian of

ekt s il i
7 g wih he :
*Nojumrer * bk =

The 35. siv-wheeled:
exphorer wall be the frst mver i
conduct cxperiments on Mars,

Souce HAGA

armount of dat,”
The track record of Martian
wxploration is less than stellar.
o
aing with the Sovier Union's
Mars 1 in 19%52, only six have
stccevded. One was a limited
SUCCCSS,
e rest were failures, includ-
il

Ameran — sinee NASA's
s

“There's a joke about the
wreat galacsic ghoul thar sits out
there betwssen the astervid belt
and Mars oecause the Russians
have lost a lol of spacecraft
there, we'we lost acouple there,”
says Curtes Cleven, launch op-
vrations ~manager for Mars
Pathfinder:

“somethang  happens ot
there, whether it's the same
thing or fume coincidence.”




